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Hou. G. M. SEWELL (South-East)
[5.21}: I second the motion.

The PRESIDENT: The question is
that this motion be nof now put.

Hon, J. Corpell: Am T in order in
moving that the debate be adjourned
until the pext sitting?

The PRESIDENT: In the face of the
previous question being moved, the hon,
member cannot move the adjournment of
the debate,

Hon. J, Cornell; Have I not the right
of replying to Mr. Sanderson?

The PRESIDENT: Yes, if the previ-
ous question is defeated.

Hon. C. Sommers: Am T in order in
moving the adjournment of the debate
until Tuesday?

The PRESIDENT: No,
member will not be in order.
Order 143 says—

The previous question temporarily
supersedes the origina! quesiion and
any amendment thereon, but in debat-
ing it the original question and any
amendment may be debated.

I will now put the question that the
motion be not now put,

Motion put and negatived,

The PRESIDENT: The original gues-
tion is now before the Couneil.

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers debate
adjourned.

the hon,
Standing

House adjourned at 5.22 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION — TRAINING COLLEGE
TEACHERS.

Mr, WILLMOTT (for Mr. Griffiths)
asked the Minister for Education: 1,
How many lady students have passed
through the Claremont Training College
for teachers since it was first opened? 2,
How many male students have passed
through during the same time? 3, How
many lady teachers remained in the de-
partmeni for move than three years after
eoneluding their two years’ course of
training? 4, How many of these lady
trained teachers who eame out of train-
ing before 1911 are now in the service of
the department?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, 224. 2, 119. 3, 143 out of
166 irained up to end of 1911. 4, 66 out
of 136.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMENT, ANNUAL REPORT.
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for

Lands: When will the annual report of

the Apgricultural Department for year

ended June last be available?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: Next week,

QUESTION-MODERN SCHOOL.
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for
Eduaeation: Are all the pupils attending
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the Modern School on the same fooling
in respect Lo fees? If not, why is there a
distinetion ¢

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1 and 2, There are no fees at
the Modern School.

BILL—LICENSING ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT,
Introduced by the Attorney General
and read a first time.

BILI—STATE CHILDREN ACT

AMENDMERNT.
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE.
Council’s Amendments,

Schednle of 11 amendments requested
by the Legislative Council now con-
sidered,

In Committee,

Mr, Holman in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Clause 9: Add the following
provise to paragraph (b).—“Provided
that no commodity shall be supplied or
money advaneed under this Aect after
the thirty-first day of December,
1915":

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T ask
the Committee not to agree to the amend-
ment, because it will put a limit on the
Bill which might prevent the Govern-
ment from rendering the full measure
of assistance to the farmers. The erop
will not be harvested by the 31st De
eember. It is gnite possible that during
harvesting operations an accident to
horses might make it necessary for the
Government to assist a farmer in order
to save the crop. An old machine might
be put in to a erop and prove to be in-
effective, and in that event the Govern-
ment would probably eonsider it desir-
able to provide a new machine to
complete the work. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is reason-
able that there should be a time limit
and I suggest the 31st January, 1916

The Attorney General: Farmers will
not get their erops in till February.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I do not object
to making the date the last day of Feb-
rnary, or even of March,

The Minister for Lands:
limit?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Existing con-
ditions demand that special assistance
shall be given to farmers and it is not
likely to he reguired after this vear.

The Minister for Lands: When the
necessity for assistance ceases the mea-
sure will cease. We are nol looking for
oppertunities to grant assistance.

Mr. James Gardiner: In connection
with your proposal, have you anyihing
in mind affecting mortgagees later on?®

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, there
should be a limil to the measure gener-
ally. I move an amendment—

That the amendment be made sub-
ject to the following modification—
Strike cut “December, 1915 and in-
sert “Muarch, 1916” n lieu,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
cannot aceept the amendment, for which
I see no reason at all. Should, unfortu-
nately, necessity arise for continning as-
sistapce under this measore, that assist-
ance is not limited to the agricultural
industry. Apparently, the hon. member
objects lo mining and other industries
being aided by the Government,

Hon, J. Mitcheil: No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member’s attitude is altogether
wrong., and T trust the Committee will
not support him in that atfitude.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I entirely agree
with the Minister. Take the case of the
tin miner: he may need assistance nn-
der this Bill.

Mr. Male: He is geiting assistance
without this Bill at all.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I shall not labour
the question. T oppose the amendment.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: The Minis-
ter, in my opinion, ought to accept the
amendment of the member for Northam

Why have a



[4 ¥FEepruary, 1915.]

(Hon. J. Mitchell) for the very reason
that this measure applies Lo other indus-
tries than agriculture. Were it intended
only for the farmers’ assistance, it wonld
not need to operate for even so long as is
proposad. Parliament will weet agaio
betore many months elapse: and Parlia-
ment e¢an then if necessary re-enact
the measure. In view of the Mines De-
velopment Act, there is no need to bring
the wmining industry within the secope of
this measare.

The Altorney General:
bearing whatever,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is no
necessity lo buy the produet of a gold
mine, of counrse, though there may be ne-
cessity for buying the product of a tin
mine or & copper mine. Again, the
drought does not affect the mining indos-
try.

Mr, MUNSIE: I trust the Minister
will persist in his objection to the amend-
ment, seeing that the measure is intended
to assist other industries besides agricul-
fore, It is all very well for the member
for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly) to say
that the Bill can be re-enacted; but I see
no reason for the limitation. I object to
the limitation for reasons arising out of
amendments which will come up for con-
sideration later. Again, a farmer assisted
by the Government this year may, even
in a good season, encounter a misfortune
such as a hailstorm, and thus be in need
of further assistanee next year. If the
next season proves prosperous, and if the
war is over next year, no strong exception
will be taken to the repeal of the measure,
the presence of which on the staiute-
book, however, can do no harm, inasmuch
as its administration lies entirely with the
Treasurer,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is an extra-
ordinary position {o say thal we will give
ibe Government power to assist indusiries
up to a certain date, but not beyond that
date. There mnst be some reason in the
minds of hon. members who urge that
view. My idea is, they realise that with
a good season tbe agricultural industry
will npeed no further considerable assist-
ance; and the object of those hon. mem-
bers, apparently, is to restriet the bene-

That has no
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fits of the measure to the agricultural in-
dustry. The suggestion that the measure
can be re-enacted merits bnt scant con-
sideration, becanse another place will re-
fuse to re-enact the measure unless that
course is neeessary in the interests of the
agricultural industry, which alone re-
ceives consideration elsewhere. A great
injustice will be done if ihe operation of
the measure is limited as proposed.

Mr. ROBINSON: When the Govern-
ment introdueed this Bill, they said its in-
troduction was due to the period of dis-
tress through which the country is passing.
When the Grain and Foodstnff Bill came
along, iis operation was, by Clause 25,
restricted to the 31st December, 1915,

The Attorney General: There is no
paralle] between the two eases.

Mr. ROBINSON: It was restricted be-
cause in all probabiity the necessity for
its operalion would be gone on that date.
The two measures are closely kindred.
Were it not for the distressful times, the
present Bill would never have come be-
fore Parliament. No one would object to
a tenewal if necessary. A Bill of this
description creates a feeling of unrest; its
enaetinent is a signal of distress; and I
shall be glad when Western Australia can
announee to the whole world that its peo-
ple require no Government assistance.
Therefore I do not wish to see the mea-
sure on the statule-book for any longer
period than is necessary, If Clause 15
is maintained intact, unrest will be ecre-
ated in the mind of every holder of a
mortgage over a farm, and people with
money will be indisposed to invest it im
farms, Therefore, the 31st March, 1916,
is the date which should be adopted.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: If this Bill .
applied only to the farming industry,
there might be a good deal of force in the
arguments advanced in support of the
amendment. I do not think anyone
would consider a limit unwise in that ecase,
so long as it was a limit corresponding to
the gathering-time of crops. However,
the measnre does apply to other industries,
which also are passing through a period
of stress. Certainly, the Sonth Austra-
lian Aet is limited, That argument would
be sonnd if this were purely a Bill for



1236

rendering assistance to the agricultural
industry, but it is not, If the war con-
tinnes the Government in the fauture will
have not ounly to try and make the wheat
lands productive, but must also see that
other industries are enabled to continue
operations, and probably they will have
to be treated generously. If we can trust
the Government up to the 30th Septem-
ber, surely we can trust them for a little
longer,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The introduetion
of this Bill was not due so much to the
war as to the drought, So far as the as-
sistance to industries other than the agri-
cultural industry is concerned, there are
ways and means now, to-do this. In the
report of the Auditor General we find the
Government has already advanced a eonb-
siderable sum to assist the eopper industry
at Ravensthorpe.

The Mivister for Works: The Auditor
General reported that to Parliament as
an instance of mouney illegally used, did
he fbt¥ :

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No, buf he said
that the money had been paid ouf withont
any authority.

The Minister for Mines: That is what
we are seeking under this Bill; the neces-
sary authority.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: You can do that
now. You have the Mining Development
Vote,

The Minister for Lands: The Vote for
the development of mining is limited in
the same way as the Agricultural Bank is
limited to agrieunlture. This Bill will fill
the gap in both cases,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: So far as the
Agrieultural Bank is concerned the Gov-
ernment can render assistance also through
the Seed Wheat Board; all restrictions
have been removed. I hope the House
will be reasonable and agree Lo this amend-
ment limiling the peried of the opera-
tions of the Bill to the period of distress.
When the Bill was previously before the
House we were given to understand we
would have a further opportunity of eon-
sidering this question of the term, but
lite House has never had such further op-
portnnity, Even Ministers will agree that

[ASSEMBLY.]

it is not desirable that such a Bill should
remain permanently on the statute-book.
Mr, Bolton: How long will it be
needed
Member: The Bill can be re-enacted,
you know.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mem-
bers will realise the injustice of this
amendment when thy look at the amend-
ment to Clause 16 with regard to mort-
gages which refers to “thres years,”
showing that it was realised in another
place there was a possibility of the Bill
having a seope of three years, Yet in
this amendment they seek to limit the
operations of the Bill to September.
This goes only to prove that the matter
has not been thoroughly thought out, It
will be in the best interests of all indus-
tries if the Bill be allowed to operate
until it is not required any longer.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The amendment
to Clause 16 referred to by the Minister
suggests merely that seecurity shall he
taken over the three suceeeding erops,
which is quite different to suggesting three
years.

Amendment put and negatived,

Question put and passed, tbe Council’s
amendment not made,

No. 2—Claunse 9:
graph {(e):

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
next amendment refers also to Clause 9,
from which it is proposed to strike out

Strike out para-

subelause (e), which is & vital part of
the  Bill It is the provision
by which the Covernment desire

to get power to carry out the ptovisions
of the Land Aect, which sefs out that
land rent shall be paid, and that unless
paid the land shall be forfeited. It is
true that land rents have been for some
considerable time deferred, and the in-
terest on that deferred payment is being
paid by the general taxpayer, which is
distineily unfair, and it is not sound
business to go on the way we are going
at the present. What the Government
desires is that when we advance money
on a property, we want to see, as pri-
vate individuals would do, that that pro-
perty is not likely to be forfeited. Con-
sequently we want fo see that the land
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rents are paid, and if they are not paid
by the individual they will be paid by
the State, which is also going to put in
the crop and do all other things in the
fame way as a private individnal would
do, on sound business lines. When the
State pays it will see that the responsi-
bility is placed on the right shoulders;
that the individual getting copsideration
will pay the interest. Without labouring
the guestion I wish to say that we will
either have this done on sound business
lines or mot at all. This sort of thing
has been going on in this State for too
long. I move—
That the amendment be not made.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The only pro-
posal contained in paragraph (e) pro-
posed to be struek out is & means to
inerease the revenue. So far as the
individual is concerned it will not make
slightest difference, except that instead
of owing the money to the Government
as rent be will owe it to the Govern-
ment as borrowed money. It is an im-
portant question whether it is right for
the Government to take Loan moneys and
use them for revenue purposes.

The Minister for Lands: What are we
doing to-day?¥

Hon. J, MITCHELL: It is quite pos-
sible that the sum utilised under this para-
graph might be very large, and, in my
opinion, the Government shonld not be
given this power. I hope the Honse will
agree to aceept the amendment, because
the only effect of retaining the paragraph
would be that revenue wounld be paid
from Loan moneys, which is unsound
financing.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: When this
Bill was before the Honse previously I
asked a question respecting interest
owing in respect to rent, and the Ainis-
ter assured me that it would be payable
by the selector. With reference to the
question of the inflation of revenue, that
practice did not originate a year ago.
or two years ago. Unfortunately it has
obtained almost since the introdunetion of
responsible Government. The position
is that this is merely a book entry. The
loan money will be repaid to loan as re-
payments of these advanees are made.
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The Minister for Lands: That is pro-
vided for in the Bill,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: So that yon
get genuine revenne when arrears are
paid.  Assuming that all these advances
are paid up it is not going to make any
difference in our Loan expenditure.

The Minister for Lands: None at all.

Mr., JAMES GARDINER: You are
taking it as a book-keeping entry and
saying “We have £200,000 worth of
rents due to us. We are going 1o charge
this up to the people. We are going to
make use of a loan account and of a
book-keeping entry, When the money is
paid back it will go to the credit of that
fund, and as a result the State will not
be any worse off than it is at the pre-
gent time, will in fact have benefited.”

The Minister for Lands: That is the
position,

Mr, JAMES GARDINER: In an-
other place the idea was that the money
with which you propose to do this ought
to be available for other things. How-
ever, it is mow clear that it is to he
merely a book-keeping eniry.

Mr. SMITH: The Minister is quite
eorrect in his contention. Suppose the
loan to the settlers was made by a pri-
vate bank: the first thing to be done
would be to pay overdue rents and
charge it up as part of the loan. It is
done every day, and I do not see why
the Government should depart from the
usual praetice.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The mem-
ber for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) has
said that the clanse will not affeet the
amount of loan money available for ex-
penditure, It will very materially af-
fect it, Suppose the overdue rents re-
present £300,000: that amount of loan
money is to be taken and praetically put
into revenue, leaving £300,000 less loan
money available for other purposes.
And when it goes into revenue, it is
spent as revenue, whereas if as loan
money it were put to other purposes,
when returned it would go back to the
loan fund. Under this it will be spent
as revenue.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To-
day we have a deficiency. The £300,000,
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to 1s2 the fignies of the member for
Perth, has to be made up because our
revenue is short of that amount. We
have to pay all the obligations of rev-
enne. Where do we get the money
from? Becanse we show a deficiency it
does not follow that the account is not
paid. How do we pay when we have
not the revenne? We take it from loan
funds, To-day we bave a deficiency re-
presenting a million pounds; it is taken
from l!oan funds and consequently it is
purely a book-keeping entry. The loan
funds make up the deficiency to-day,and
the interest on the loan fuods is being
paid by the general community., As the
member for North Perth said, if a pro-
perty is mortgaged to a private institn-
tion, the first thing done is to pay up the
land rents and add the amount to the
loan. 8o, if we take a mortgage on the
land in arrears aggregating £300,000, we
say the interest on that should be paid
by the individvals and not by the com-
munity.

Mr. Thomas: When they pay up that
£300,000 ihey will release so much of
loan funds,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is s50. When we use loan funds for this
purpose, it is mecessary to see that the
money on return does not go into rev-
enne, We have made provision in the
Bill that the money shall go into loan
and shall not inflate revenue.

Mr. ROBINSON: 1T agree that the
Minister has correctly stated the posi-
tion relating to private borrowers in re-
gard to rents. But the claunse goes a
litile beyond that, and I would like an
assurance from the Minister. The clause
reads—

Or to pay any money due to any
other Government department or in-
stitution and legally or equitably
charged or intended to be charged by
statute.

I presume that would cover such things
a8 water rents, money due to the Seed
Wheat Board or to the State Implement
Works,

The Minister for Lands:
rears.

If in ar-

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, ROBINSON: I wunderstand the
State Jmplement Works sell on a hire
purchase agreement and that the pur-
chaser has the right to make certain
payments per annum, carrying a given
rate of interest. If that is so, will the
State Implement Waorks be credited
with the value of their machinery or will
this apply ouly to arrears?

The Minister for Lands:
rears.

Mr, ROBINSON: 1 am satisfied.

Question pot and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendment not made,

No, 3—Clause 12—Strike out pdra-
graph (d):

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
is consequential. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not made.

No. 4—Clause 14—1In line 4 of Sub-
clanse 4 strike oot “six” and insert
“ﬁve”:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment proposes that the rate of in-
terest shall not be less than four per
cent. instead of six per eent. It is mis-
leading, and I do not propose to accept
it. We all know that a big advanee to
be made under the Bill will be made this
year, and tbe Government cannot pos-
gibly advance money this year at five per
cent, Bix per cent. is cheap money to-
day, and I do not think any farmer will
object to it. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I see no objec-
tion to the amendment, All it proposes
is that the rate shall not be less than
five per cent. In Scuth Australia, under
a Liberal Government, the farmers are
getting money without any interest at
all. The Minister is unreasonable, for
he gets his money at a little over four
per cent. from the Federal Government.
Surely in times of trouble he should lend
it to the farmers at five per cent. 1In
fact, our duty is to lend to thke farmer
the money at what it cosis us,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : When dis-
cussing the Grain aend Foodstufl Bill
the member for Northam said if the
Government sequired & man’s wheat

Only to ar-
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and did not tske delivery of it, they
should pay him 8 per cent. interest.
The Government suggested 5 per cent.,
but I proposed 8 per cent. and the Gov-
ernment agreed on the understanding
that the farmer would have to pay that
rate for assistance under this measure.
Wherever I have been, I have told the
people that this assistance would cost
them 6 per cent. and it is strange that
not one of the Country party branches
has received any complaint regarding
that rate. Three Commissioners were
appointed at a cost, roughly, of £2,100
to start with. Another place insisted
that under the Grain and Foodstuff
measure, notice should be sent to every
individual farmer who held grain in-
stead of allowing it to be done by pro-
c¢lamation. The first postages for this
cost about £160. The Government in-
tend to advance money to enable farmera
to erop 100, 200, 300, or 400 acres, as
the case might be, and would it be
businesslike to advance whatever sum
was roquested and exercise no super-
vision 7 Expensea for adminiatration
and supervision calculated at 14 per cent.
on £750,000 will amount to £11,000.
The farmers do not wish the State to
make any loss. The member for Nor-
tham wants the Government to render
asgistance for not less than 5 per cent.
when financial institutions will charge pro-
bably 7% or 8 per cent. Let the settiers
realise that they will have to pay & per
cont., and even at that rate, I do not
think the State will mske a penny of
profit.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
section in the Health Act stipulates that
a cortain charge ehall be not less than
10s. A local authority charged a higher
rato, and on the qusestion being tested
the court decided that 10s. was the rate
fixed and that neither more nor less
could be charged. If the amendment
were made, there would be a danger of
this provision being interpreted in the
BAIME 'Way.

Mr. MUNSIE : I agree with the mem-
ber for Irwin. It is easy to make oneself
popular at the expense of someone else.
Whatever the minimum amount might
be, that will become the maximum. If
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the Minister charged 6 per cent. when the
law provided * not less than 5 per cent.”
he would bring such a hornet’s nest
about hia head that he would be glad
to vacate his office. Any further assist-
ance rendered by mortgagees will be
charged for at & much higher rate than
8 per cent.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Settlers who
receive assistance from other sources
than the Government, will probably have
to pay & higher rate, but the same argu-
ment holds good in relation to the
Agricultural Bank Act. That Act does
not cost anything like 1} per cent. to
administer ; I do not think it costs one
per ¢ent., and the administration of this
measure will be on all fours with the
supervision under that Aect. The Min-
ister will have his inspectors under the
Agricultural Bank and the Land Aecta to
do the work, and the eost of administer-
ing this law should therefore be less.

Mr. James Gardiner: Do you think
£11,000 an exhorbitant estimatc ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I thing it will
not be nearly so much. I have been
charged with inconsistency in that I
asked for 8 per cent. interest for the
farmer whose wheat was taken by the
Government. The farmer cannot borrow
money a8 cheaply as the Goyernment,
and it would probably cost a small-
farmer 8 per cent. to cover his interest
to a bank. It is a different proposition
when the Government borrow money
at 4 per cent. .

Mr. James Gardiner : Where can they .
get money at 4 per cent. now ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : They got three
millions from the Commonwealth for
very little more than 4 per cent. and the
Government are peying Savings Bank
depositors only 3 per cent. The Minister
should not object to the amendment.
It is absurd to contend that the stipu-
lated minimum will become the maximum.
The State has no right to make a profit
out of the adversities of its producers.
Doubtless some loss will be mude on
the advances, but we should not strike
& rate high enough to cover all probable
losses. I am surprised that the member
for Irwin is not supporting the Council’s
smendment.
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Question put and passed ; the Council's
amendment not made.

No. 5.—Clause 15: Add the following
proviso to subclause (1):—*‘ Provided
that when the holding of an applicant
is already mortgaged by a registerad
instrument or instruments or is subject
to the knowledge of the Colonial Trea-
surer to & vendor's lien for unpaid pur-
chase money, notice in the prescribed
form of the proposed advances shall be
given to the mortgagee or mortgagees
or vendor, and if within fourteen days
after such notice the mortgages or
mortgagees or one of them or the vendor
by notice in writing served on the Colonisal
Tressurer, objects to the proposed ad-
vances, the Colonial Treasurer shall
only be entitled to make the advances,
either subject to such mortgage or mort-
gagee’s or vendor’s lien or on the security
of a bill of eale over the erop of the
next ensuing harvest sown or grown
on or upon the lands of the applicant,
and also over each of the two succeeding
erops to be gsown on or grown upon such
lands. Provided further that thse ad.
vences under the security of such bill
of sale over crops shall be and until fully
paid shall remain a first charge, not-
withstanding the rights of any mortgagee
or encumbrances in possession under
any mortgage or encumbrance over the
land whereon such crops may ba growing,
in priority to sll other encumbrances
over auch crops *:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As X
desire to get this measure through, I ask
the Committee to accept this amendment.
During the discussion on this clause,
much consideration was given to the
question whether the mortgagee should
be consulted, and if he disagreed to the
Government granting assistance, what
action should be taken. An amendment
was framed but it was not all that we
desired, and finally the clause as drafted
was passed. The main difference in
regard to the amendment we had under
discussion here was that if we consulted
the mortgagee and he disagreed, no
sdvance would be made. That was a
dangerous principle because it would
place the farmer at the meray of the
mortgagee. We have tried to arrive

[ASSEMBLY,)

at somePmethod also by which the"State
would be protected. I am inclined to
think that ancther place havo arrived
at & compromise which will be favourable
to all parties. The amendment provides
that the mortgagee shall be consulted.
If he disagrees, then the Colonial Trea-
surer may exercise his judgment as to
whether he advances or not. If he does
advance he is permitted to secure him-
self by a bill of sale. That bill of eale
will be over the ensuing crop and the
two succeeding crops, and will operate
for three years if the advance is not
paid out of the first year’s crop. The
saving clause, which has influenced me
in asking the Chamber to agree, is that
part where it says that the bill of sale
shall have effeot to this extent—that the -
mortgages cannot step in during the
currency of the bill of sale, and exercise
his right to interfere with the land. 1
am assured hy the Solicitor General,
and I think the Attorney General will
support me in this, that the proviso
protects the State and that we have an
absolute gusrantee for three years to
get back what ws have advanced.
During that three years the mortgagee
cannot interfere with our asset, which
is on the land over which he has a mort-
gage. I think it is a fair cornpromise
and one with which this Chamber could
agree. I move— .
That the amendment be made.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment, made.

No. 6—Clause 15, Subclause 2: Strike
out in line 8 the words ‘ on the applica-
tion of the Colonial Treasurer ™ :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not know exactly why this amendment
was made. If does not appeal to me as
being necessary. The registrar is not
likely to move until an application is
made by someone, and he cannot have
a knowledge of the provisions of the
measure, or of the words contained in
it, unless someone bringe it under his
notice. It says that on the application
of the Colonial Treasurer he shall do it.
It is proposed to leave it to the discretion
of the Registrar of Titles as to whether
he does it or not, I move—
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That the amendment be not made.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I think
naturally that the Colonial Treasurer
is taking the security. It is generally
tho man who has the security who
makes the application.

+Hon. J. MITCHELL: I understand
that the register is to be kept in the
Department of Lands Titles.

Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment not made. .

‘No. 7—Clause 23, Subclause §: Strike
out ‘‘ thirty-first day of March” and
insert * thirtieth day of April " :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
propose to agree to this amendment.
The Bill has been delayed a little longer
than I thought it would be. It might
be difficult for application to be made
in regard to the cancellation of contracts
by the 3ist March. I therefore move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed ; the Countil’s
amendment made.

No. 8—Clause 24, Subclause 2: Strike
Jut in line 4 the word “six ” and insert
* five > :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment is consequential. The mem-
bers of another place representing the
agricultural industry reduced the interest
to five per cent., and those representing
the mining industry said they wanted
the game. As the Minister for Mines
points out, we have already made ad-
vances, in anticipation of the Bill, te
mines for tin at Greenbushes, and copper
at Ravensthorpe. They are paying six
per cent., consequently that rate of
interest is in operation and there is no
objectlon to it. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question passed ; the Coancil's am.
endment not made.

+No. 9—Clanse 29: Add the following
subelauges : — ““ (3) All regulations so
made—{a) shall be published in the
Qovernmeni Gazette ; (b) shall he laid
before both Houses of Parliament
within fourteen days after such pub-
lication if Parliament is in session
and if not, then within fourteen days
after the commencement of the next
session ; (4) If either House of Parlia.
ment passes a resolution disallowing any
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such regulation, of which resolution
notice has been given at any time within
fourteen sitting dsys of suech House
after such regulation has been Ilaid
before it, such regulation shall thereupon
cease to have effect, but without affecting
the validity, or curing the invalidity,
of anything done, or the omission of
anything in the meantime. This sub-
section shall apply notwithstanding that
the said fourteen days or some of them
do not occur in the same session of Par-
lisment ag that in which the regulation
is laid before it ” :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : This
is a question of making regulations
and I ask the Chamber not to agree
to the admendment, which is absolutely
superfluous. The Interpretations Act
mekes it perfectly olear as to how
regulations shall or shall not be made,
and when they shall be disallowed or
how they shall be disallowed. Parlia.
ment ig continually putting in words that
are sbsolutely superfluous. The differ-
ence between this Bill and other Bills
is that one House of Parliament can
disallow regulations if this clause is
agreed to, whereas if it is left as outlined
in the Interpretations Act, both Houses
must disagree. If hon. members will
look up the legislation of a similar
character passed in the Eastern States
they will find that they have gone
further than we have in this State, and
they have given power to legislate by
regulation. They say that regulations
can be made under an Act, or made to
meet any emergency bthat may arise
under the Act.

Mr. James Gardiner : They cen
only be made in conformity with the
Act. RIEY

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : They
can make regulations to meet any
emergency which arises and either House
of Parliament ¢an disagree if Parliament
is in session. In ¢his State, the re-
gulations must be in secordance with
the provisions of the Act, and if they are
not so they are witra vires. This is
an innovation which was introduced
rocently. Previously it was a recog-
nised thing that the provisions of the
Interpretations Act applied if both
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Houses of Parliament disagreed . with
regulations. This innovation was in-
troduced, I think, by Mr, Keenan when
Attorney General, evidently for some
special purpose and it gave either
House of Parliament the right to dis
agree with regulations. On the broad
principle that is8 wrong. Both Houses
of Parliament may create an Aect, and
say to the Minister concerned that he
must make regulations which must be
in conformity with that Act. If we
agree to the amendment as suggested,
one House of Parliament c¢an disagree
with regulations : in other wordas,
after both Houses have created an
Act of Parliament one House has & right
to interfers with the administration
of that messure, which is unfair. X
know of no oceasion in which regulations
have been disallowed by either House
of Parliament.

Hon. J. D. Connolly :
the health regulations ?

The Minister for Works: The Upper
House at that time passed a Bill approv-
ing of these regulations.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Thias
is an indication that care is always
exercised that the regulations framed
are in accordance with the Act.
Parliament having passed a messure,
it follows as the natural course, that
they agree to the regulations iramed
in accordance with it. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I think
this amendment should be made for
the very reason that the Minister for
Lands has given as to why it should
be disagreed with. The Minister stated
that these words were superfluous and
that he did not know why they were
placed there, and that they were already
in the Interpretation Act. The words
of the Interpretation Act have an
entirely different effect. If any such
words as we are now considering appear
in the Bill we go by the Interpretations
Act ; that is if both Houses disagree with
regulstions within & stipulated time,
they eannot go on, but if one House
disagrees they still stand. The Minister
for Lands laid great stress upon the
point that such a provision had never

What about
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found its way into an Act of Parliament
until some years ago, end he inferred
that the introduction of the provision
sprang from some ulterior motive. But
the first Bill on the Notice Paper this
session, the Grain and Foodstuff Bill,
contained & clause precisely similar.
Another point taken by the Minister
was that in the legislation of other States
the corresponding section is so worded
that regulations have the force of law,
whether or not they are in accordance
with the Act under which they are made.
To a certain extent thet statement
is right ; but this clause is worded in
an entirely different way from measures
to which the Interpretation Act applies.
I am adviged, on high legal authority,
that a regulation made under thie clause
and not disasllowed by both Houses
of Perliament, becomes law whether
in conformity with the Act, or not in
conformity. Thus the making of re-
gulations amount, really, to legislation.

The Minister for Lands: This amend-
ment is not ours, but the amendment of
another place. What are you talking
about *?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am talk-
ing about Clause 29 as drawn. In one
case the Government have introduced
such a provision themseives, and in the
other casge they object to its perfectly
reasonable introduction by another place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : By this Bill
the Minister asks power to make re-
gulations having all the force of law,
and one House i8 not to have the power
to disallow such regulations. I con-
tend, however, that one House should
have the power to disallow.

The Minister for Lands: Then one
House would have the right to interfere
with the adminisiration of the measure.

The Attorney General: It would
give one House practically the right to
repeal or annul the measure if enacted.f|

Hon. J. MITCHELL : An extension
of & law has to be agreed to by both
Houges, and this measure would be
extended by the making of regulations.
Extraordinary things may have to be
done under an emergency measure such
as this. When Parlisment is not sitting,
Ministers are practically free from con-
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trol. Either House should have the
right to disallow or reject any addition
to anyilAct of Parliament. Another
good provision would be that either
House might disallow regulations by
resolution upon 14 days’ notice having
been given. Such a provision would en-
able members to control Ministers in that
respect, and they ought to be able to
do that, notwithstanding the statutory
limitation _may have been exceeded.
Previously Mxmsters have given way on
this point . pvery time. Why should
Ministers object to Parliement taking
the responsibility ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have looked up the Grain and *Food-
stuff Bill and find the words in that
mogsure are similar to these. The
member for Perth (Hon. J. D, Connolly)
really is not objecting to the wording
of the clause, but objecting to the
Government’s insisting, as I hope the
Committee will insist, that one House
ghould not have the right to interfere
with the administration of an Aect of
Parliament. Under this measure, the
Government do not take power to
legislate by regulation ; which power is
taken by the corresponding Aets of
Parliament of other States. We do
not went that power. All we ask is
power to make regulations for the
carrying out of the measure. I am
quite prepared to agree to such wording
as “The Governor may make all such
regulations for giving effect to the
provisions of this Act.” -

Hon. J. Mitchell: You cannot do
that. .
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
ask the Chairman’s ruling as to whether
that can be done. Further, I should
like to know whether I may withdraw
my motion to disagree, with a view
of moving an amendment such as I have
suggested.

Sitting suspended from 6- 15 to 7- 30 p.m.

Tov s

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
were discussing the possibility of with-
drowing this amendment with a view
of making some slteration in the clause.
I would like to know whether that is
permissable under the Standing Orders.
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The CHAIRMAN: I do not think
that would be an amendment on the
Council’s requested amendment. It
wauld be going right back, and I do not
think I could allow that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
had doubts myself as to whether that
would be possible under the Standing
Orders. Under the circumstances, there.
fore, I cannot do anything else than ask
the Chamber to disagree with the
amendment. I was quite prepared to
meot the views of the member for
Perth to alter the clause so as to give
an absolute guarantee to the Chamber
that the regulations would be according
to the provisions of the Act, no more
and no less, Seeing that we cannot
make that amendment, and that the
other is too dangerous to accept, I
therefore allow my motion to stand.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Min-
ister n:ught. reconsider his decision. He
has admitted that the clause with these
words in it is not a right one. I would
prefer to see the words altered and
have one House to decide whether they
stand or not. That. would be much
better than toprovide to makeregulations
wherever necessary and convenient. Reg-
ulations can be made whether they are
in accordance or not with the Act.

The Minister for Lands: I do not
agree with your contention,
Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : It i3 not

only > :my contention, but that of a
gentleman who has had long Parliament-
ary . oxperience. There might be Bills
in regard to which it might not be at
all necessary or convenient for either
House to have a power of this kind.
These matters will be largely dealt with
by regulation and the Minigter might
agree to the amendment made by another
place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bugbear of the words °‘ necessary or
convenient ' is purely a myth. There
can be no evil effect because of the
subsequent words. Regulations can only
have the force of law so long as they are
confined to the words of the Act when it
hag become an Act. If they go beyond
that they are ultra wvires. There is no
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danger whatever of going outside the Act.
It is quite true as the hon. member has
said that regulations passed by the
two Houses become lew as much as en
Act itself, provided they are regulations
within the power to meke them, and
that they conform to the Act. As the
hon. member has had it pointed out
also, the Interpretation Act gives us &
means of very easily making regulations.
We can just say that regulations shell
be made in conformity with the In-
terpretation Act, and if we have the
power to make regulations and do not
preacribe how they shall be made,
the Interpretation Aect is the test,
but as the hon. member has said we
can go outside the Interpretation Act
and define how the regulations shall be
made and how they shall be treated,
and whether they shall be deleted at
the request of one House, or whether
they will require the sanction of the
two Houses. All that c¢an be done
when we are passing a Bill. This
measure conforms to the rules laid
down in the Interpretation Act, and
the only objection the hon. member
for Perth has is to the words ** necessary
and convenient.” Thoee words have
& definite meaning. They must be
“necessary and convenient”™ for s
purpose. I can see no danger, and mince
weo cannot go back on what has already
passed, since we are obliged to agree
with the amendment or disagree with
it, T think the safer way is for the Com-
mitiee to disagree with it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: ‘Will the
Minister for Lands state what the
position will be if we do not agree to
the amendment and snother place insists
on it ? Will the Bill come back to us
for further consideration f

The Minister for Lands: It is an
absolute impossibility for us to accept
the amendment. Read the last part
of if.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
might move to delete the words to
which he objects.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the amendment be agreed with it will
absolutely defeat the Bill. The pro-
posal contained in the amendment is
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combersome and would interfere with
the administration of the measure. The
hon. member (Hon. J. Mitchell) suggests
that we might go to work and put the
amendment right. There might be
necessity for amending an amendment,
if there were any necessity for the
amondment itself. But the Interpretation
Act lays down the conditions under which
regulations shall have the force of law.
Apart from being superfluous, this amend-
ment is wrong, and 1 do not feel that
it is the duty of this House to rectify
it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ii, as the
Ministgr says the amendment is in
confliect with the Interpretation Act,
we need not necessarily agree with the
amendment in its present form. It
would be within the province of this
House to make the necessary slight
amendment. Why not compromise, and
agree with the amendment in a slightly
amended form ? If the amendment be
rojected, the passage of the measure
will be delayed, if the Bill is not lost
altogether.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment not made.

No. 19—Third Schedule, paragraph
(3):  After the word ‘' mortgagee’
add the words ““or to the whole of
the vendor’s lien " :jj «

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
is an impossible amendment for the
reason that it would give the vendor a
lien over the whole of the debts due
t0 him. I would heve no objection to
adding & paragraph to the schedule that
a vendor shall have a right to interest
on any deferred rent, in the same way
as the right of & mortgagee in respect
of deferred payments. With the con-
sent of the Chamber I propose to
amend the amendment, so as to meet
another place. I move—

That the amendment be made subject
to the following modification :—That
after the word ‘‘ morigagee the words
“or vendors' be added.

The paragraph of the schedule would
then read “one year's interest due
to mortgagees or vendors.” I think
that was what another place intended,
but the amendment was badly drafted.

L N N T T T Y
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Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment, as smended, made.

No. 11—Third Schedule, paragraph
{8): Strike out all words after * arrear ™
n line 1:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment by another place is con-
sequential on their amendment striking
out paragraph (¢) of Clanse 9. Having
disagreed with the amendment striking
out that paragraph, we must, as & con-
sequence, disagree with this amendment
algo. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend.-
ment not made.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and a Message accordingly
tranamitted to the Legislative Council.

RESOLUTION—WONGAN HILLS-
MULLEWA RAILWAY.

To hand over to Working Raillways.

Mosaage recoived from the Council
asking congurrence in the following
rosolution :—*“That in the opinion
of this House it is necessary in the
interests of the eettlers that the Won-
gsen Hills-Mullewa railway be imme-
diately handed over to the working
railways, or that not more than the
ordinary rates chargeable by the working
railways be charged by the construction
department pending such handing over
of the railways.”

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [7-65]):
I move—

That the Message be taken into
consideration forthwith.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
‘W. D. Johnson—Guildford) {7-56]: I
appeal to the Chamber not to pass this
motion. There are several matters of
great importance to be taken to-might.
This question has been debated recently,
and the position in regard to the railway
has been explained. No good purpose
can be served by debating it at length
in this House to-night. The matter is
being expedited as much as possible.
The only effect of taking this Message into
consideration to-night will be to dis
organige business in the discussion of &
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matter which is not urgent. The Govern-
ment is doing sll that is possible, and
all the resolutions in the world will not
alter the position.

+Mr. JAMES FGARDINER (Irwin}

{(7-68]: This is one of the questions
affecting my district ; but I would not
have risen to speak but for the innuendo
given utterance to last night in another
place by the Hon. H. P. Colebatch.
That utterance was on & par with many
other things which have been said
against me by persons whose standard
of honour must be such that if placed
in a similer position they would do
88 it is suggested I have done. Other-
wise there would be no innuendo passed.
I have bheen anxicus—and Ministere
will bear me out on this point—that
this railway should be finished as early
as possiblee When I came back to
Perth from my election I saw the then
Minister for Works and esked him when
the line would be open for traffic. He
sssured me that it would be opened
as early as possible, and that he belisved
it would be opened absolutely by the
beginning of the year. I then asked
the Minieter to give these people the
samo rates as are paid by persong using
other railways. He replied that it
was hardly worth while altering the
rates in the short period before the line
would be handed over to the working
railways. When he went out I saw his
successor and begged of him to allow
the goods to go through at the ordinary
railway rates. I explained that these
people are coming right across——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is now discussing the Message, and not
the motion.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER :
make & personal explanation ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Immediately after
the disposal of the motion.

«Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Narrogin-
Williams) [8-1]: I would like to ask
the Minister if he can give us an sssurance
as to when weljwill have an opportunity
of discussing the motion, because I will
then draw attention to another railway
in & similar position, namely the Yilli-
mining-Kondinin railway.

May I
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Mr. SPEAKER : TlAccordmg to the
rules of the House,pt.ho hon. momber
will not have & chance of doing so, Lon
this Message.

JMr. BB JOHENSTON: I would
llke to know if the Minister will give
us an opportunity of discussing this
Message during the next few days.
We may then be able to refer to similar
cases by jway_'of illustration.

The Minister for; Lands: The hon.
member is going to speak on the Esti-
mates, so, if we do not hear of the
Yillimining-Kondinin line, I wil be
keenly disappointed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier—Boulder) (8-2]: I do not
undertake to give any promise with
rogard to a discussion of the Message,
and I am rather surprised that the mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) should
endeavour without notice to force on a
discussion. It would be very much
to the advantage of Ministers to have
o full diseussion of the subject, because
it would afford us an opportunity of
contrasting the attitude of members of
another place when discussing this sub-
ject, with the attitude they have adopted
in previous yearas in regard to these
charges on railways controlled by the
Works Department. There is no desire
to burke discussion of the Message, be-
cause any light that may be thrown on
the matter ¢an only be to the advantage
of the Government. If there be an
opportunity next week for the con-
sideration of the message, it will be
availed of.

Question put and negatived. v

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON con-
sideration of the Messdge made an order
of the day for the next sitting of the
Hoause. .

Mr. SPEAIER: With the per-
mission of the House the member for
Irwin may now make his personal
explanation in regard to something
which was said in another place.

Mr. James Gardiner: We will not
take up any further time with it ; it
is too contemptible.
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BILLS (3) RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Government Electric Works,
“ ith amendments.
2, Supply (No. 2) £488,270,

3, Municipal Corporations Act Amend.
ment.

Without smendment,

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading,

Mr. A. A, WILSON (Collie) [8'7]
in moving the second reading said:
This short amending Bill has been
brought down with the object of re-
moving some of the anomalies in the
existing Aect. It will suffice for the
time being, but I hope that in tho near
future the Minister will bring down a
comprehensive measure which will serve
to put us in the same position as is the
coal mining industry in the old ¢ountry
and in the Eastern States. The Bill
comprises three amending clauses. The
first of these deals with reciprocity in
the matter of the exchange of certificates.
I may explain that a man holding a
first-class certificate in New South Wales
or in the old country, can come to this
State and secure a first-class certifieate
in exchange ; but if he helds & second-
clasg certificate, the same privilege is not
extended to him—-he cannot exchange
it here for a similar certificate. The
object of the clause is to put the holders
of second-class certificates on the same
footing as those whose certificates are
first-class. "The second of these clauses
deals with certificates of service. Under
exigting conditions & mining manager
or mine inspector can get a first-class
certificate of service if he has had two
years' practical experiente a3 manager
or inspector within a period of five years
immediately prior to the passing of the
Act. Certain injustices have been done
under the existing legislation and it
i3 hoped that the c¢lause will obviate
this in future. The third amending
clause deals with the extension of the
benefits of the Coal Mines Agcident
Ralief Fund to check weighers and
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check inspectors who are employed by the
workers in or about s mine. These
men contribute to the fund to-day
and in fairness to the companies, I
must say that the companies have never
objected to this, But T desire to make
it a lawful proceeding. The object
is to protect the check inspector and the
check weigher, who to.day are not
entitled by law to participste in the fund.
I may say that the mine owners have no
oppesition to the Bill, and I trust it will
go through without amendment. I
move—
_That the Bl be now read a second
time,

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) ([8:10]:
The leader of the Opposition, who un-
fortunately is not here to-night, but who
is thoroughly conversant with coal
mining matters, has gone carefully
through the Bill. In his opinion there
is nothing objectionable in it and it
may very well be allowed to pass.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, Mr. A.
A. Wilson in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreod to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 24 :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What will
be the offect of omitting * five” and
inserting “ten ™ ?

Mr. A, A. WILSON: It will mean
that perhaps two men who have been
managers practically all their lives will
obtain service certificates.

- Clause put and passed.

Clause 4+—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

- Bill reported without amendment, and
the repert adopted.

Third Rending.
Read a third time and treansmitted
to the Council,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer's financial statement and
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the Anncal Estimates; Mr. Holman in
the Chair.

Vote—Iis E.rcellency the Governor,
£1750;

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [8.16]: As
it is the desire of all members to hasten
the end of this diseussion I do not pro-
pose to eecupy much time, but the finan-
clal position of the State is of such s
nature that one cannot at this stage re-
main silent. We have already had con-
suderable discussion on the finances and I
regret to say it is diffienlt fo see any day-
light notwithstanding that many reasons
have been advanced for the present posi-
tion. I quite appreciate the feelings of
the Government; we bave just experienced
the shoek of reaching a defieit of a million,
and there is a prospect of a further in-
crease in the amount. This condition of-
ihe finances has been aftributed to several
causes, among others to the bad seasons
and the war. In regard to the bad sea-
sons, if we take the total produce trucked
during the last three years, we will find
that it exceeds the quantity in the prece-
ding three years. In wheat alone almost
double the quantity was handled, and
therefore the deficit cannot be assigned
to that reason. It is true the Government
have had extraordinary demands on their
resources, but we must admit that oo
special effort has been exerted by them to
make the ledger balance. Y do not say
this in a carping spirit; I wish to be fair
and to give honour where honour is due.
T myself have probably been responsible
in some degree for assisting Ministers to
accumnlate a portion of this liability. I
appreciate the consideration which has
been exiended to the settlers in my elec-
torate, and I do not wishk to be ungrateful
for the assistance received. Quite re-
cently the settlers along the Dowerin-Mer-
redin line were placed in a very serious
position owing to the failure of their
erops. The Government have been good
enough to come to the rescue of these
people by supplying snstenance for one
month and by providing water for them.
Within the last fortnight or three weeks
an abundant fall of rain has taken place
and there is now no need for the water
supply which was so generously provided.
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I appreciate the consideration extended to
the man on the land. I think there is a
counscientious desire on the part of the
Administration {o assist him, but not in
the form so often referred to on the Gov-
ernment side of the House, namely, spoon-
feeding. The assistance is rendered in a
businesslike way and settlers are asked to
pay as mueh as six per cent, interest on
the seed wheat, fertiliser, fodder and
sustenance supplied te them,  The
properties carry the liability, and there-
fore it is sound business and good busi-
ness from the point of view of the State
and not spoon-feeding. No section of the
community employs more labour than the
farmers. If financial assistance is given
to the settlers, it enables them to employ
labour., On an average the farmers
throughout the State employ two men
to each holding, and if we bad the
figzures showing the total number
of holdings we would find that some
thousands of men are employed by
the farmers, It is the right of the
people on the Jand that assistance
should he fortheoming if we wish the
country to prosper. The State has reached
almost bedroek and we are able to realise
the importance of a healthy and progres-
sive farming commuanity. With due re-
spect to representatives of other than
farming constituencies, I contend that
there has been no spoon-feeding of the
settlers, To assist them is sound business
and it is justly due to these people, for
in developing the country they are exert-
ing efforts which no other seetion of our
inhabitants are called upon to do. Apart
from the assistance given, there are other
considerations which are often the subjeet
of eritteism in this House, and one is the
provision of railway econveniences. In
my electorate there is a district known as
Yorkrakine. There we have a strggling
and populous centre in which the settlers
are langnishing for railway conveniences.

The Minister for Mines: Who is re-
sponsible for the position there?

Mr, PIESSE: The Government are re-
sponsible for the lack of railway conveni-
ences. Recently the Premier, at a gather-
ing at Yorkrakine, admitted that there
was suffiezent agrienltural development to
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Justify tbe building of a railway, but, he
added, funds were short. As I pointed
out [ast session, a balf million of money
was found for providing workers’ homes.
T have no objeetion to this scheme, I have
always supported workers’ homes to assist
the purely labouring man with a family,
who is unable to find house aceommeoda-
tion in other direciions., But 1 venture to
say that if we had a list of those who have
received assistance under the Workers’
Homes Aet we would find the names of
many who could easily have foregone the
convenienee, and the money thus expended
could have been devoted to the eonstruc-
tion of agricultural railways to centres so
seriously handicapped through a lack of
these facilities. e had before us to-day
s measure to deal with the matter of ar-
rears of rents, and to empower the
Treasurer to pav rents from loan funds.
Although this scheme may prove workable
in some cases, it will not be workable in
all, and I hope that before any serious
action is taken in this direction, full eon-
sideration will be given to the position of
many of the settlers in our outlying dis-
tricis. Some of these settlers owe arrears
of rent amounting fo £150 fo £200, and it
will be almost impossible for them to pay
from the proceeds of their crops unless
the amount is spread over many years to
come. 1 have advocated again and again
that it would be much better for the
people in the outlying districts if the con-
dition of five years rent free were applied
to them.

Mr. Hickmott: Forfeit their lands and
let them start afresh,

Mr. PIESSE: If we forfeited their
lands we would at once deprive them of
their holdings. It would be just and
fair to the people in the outlying country
if they were granted five years rent free
to enable them to establish themselves,
The initial expenses attached to farming
operations are very high and particularly
is this so in our almost waterless areas.
During the disenssion on the Estimates
the ecivil serviee has received a certain
amount of eriticism. As regards a remedy
for the present financial position, I
confess it is diffienlt to offer a suggestion.
T{ has been proposed to shorten the hours
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of a section of the civil service, but that
rroposal could not he applied to all see-
tions of Lhe service. I am averse to the
discharge of one civil servant, It would
be almost a calamiiy to cast a number
of civil servants on the labour market at
the present tlime. There are many men in
the service who are not needed, and who
probably find it difficult to fill in their
tune, but it must be remembered
that a majority of the civil servants are
particularly busy men, I know of de-
partments which are working at high
|sressure to-day and I fail to see how a
reduction of hours could be applied to
them. Possibly an appreciable amount
might be saved by a percentage of redue-
tion in salavies, but this, if adopted,
should Le applied to ithe whole of the
service from top to betfom. There are
many men in the service who are earning
iheir salaries thoroughly, and I would be
sorry to see such men reduced. Among
other items discussed during this debate
is that of the State Implement Works.
A good deal of the deficit to-day is due
lo unprofitable State ventures, 1 do not
gay this in a carping spirit, or with any
unkindly feeling fowards the oecupants
of Lhe Ministerial bench, but all fair-
minded men must admit that there has
been considerable loss on State enter-
prises. [ believe the State Implement
Works, under proper management, will
ultimately prove beneficial, and T do noL
say this merely becanse I represent a
rarming conslituency. 1 am bopeful we
shall derive some good from them. Now,
as to the State brick works——

Hon, j. D. Connolly: You do not want
any bricks then.

Br. PIESSE: [ am inclined to think
that the game is pot worth ihe candle.
Tn connection with the agricultural im-
pleraent works, I would say that it is re-
grettable that there is such a high railage
charge on farming and agricultural im-
plements, The railage is oxorbitant, and
the position has become intolerable. We
have oflen been twitied with the fact that
farming constituencies are always whin-
ing and always full of trouble, but I
maintain that in this case we have just
cause for eomplaint. 'We have had in-
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creased rates on fertilisers and on agri-
cuilural machinery, and we have had in-
creased rates on our water supply. Many
of us are forced to pay rates for water
which is of no service to us whatever.

Mr. Munsie: Did not the majority of
the people in the districts affected vote
in favour of this water supply?

Mr. PIESSE: Not in my distriet, ex-
tept in one instance. It is possibly true
that in the Goomalling extension area a
majority of the people voled for the en-
largement of the scheme, but the people
holding land hetween Toodyay and the
main were never even consulted. In faet,
the only time that they were econsulted
was when they were asked how soon they
could pay up the rates imposed upon
them, The authorities even weni so far
as to threaten the people with distress
warrants and other serious action. The
methods employed in eonnection with
this water rate are cruel indeed. We are
asked to pay £5 as a holding fee, not-
withstanding that our homesteads may
be two or three miles away from the pipes.
If the property comes within ten ehains
of the pipe line a tax is imposed upon
the settlers over a distance of a mile
and a half. These are burdens which we
claim are unjust and unfair, and natur-
ally we complain about them, I was in
hopes that when the present Minister
coutrolling that depariment came into
office, he would celebrate the event by
giving relief in relation to these waler
taxes on farm lands. I would like to re-
fer to the working of the railways. 1 am
sorry the Premier is not here. Since the
Premier took up his new duties as Mini-
ster for Railways our railway service has
been considerably curiailed. We are called
upon to suffer serious ineconvenience in
regard to the time-table, because of the
agreement existing between the Commis-
sioner of Railways and the railway em-
ployees. There is an unheard of condi-
tion in that agreement, that where the
engine-driver or fireman is working on a
line the Commissioner is expected to allow
that man 12 hours continuous rest at his
home station. That may be a reasonable
condition for trunk lines, but not for spur
lines, The result is that the train which
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conneels with the trunk line is compelled
to leave Clackline station half an hour
carlier than ihe (runk line train,  This
is simply due 1o the existence of
this partiewlar condition in the agree-
ment which enswres a driver or fire-
wan 12 hours continuous rest at his home
station. 1 maintain that this is bad ad-
ministration. 1 am confident that if these
men were cousulted, | mean those wbo are
working on the spur lines, they would
agree to an amendoment of the agreement.
Unfortunately, the couniry is run lo a
large exteul by union agreements, aud
we are forced to submit to them.

Mr. B, B Johnston: Fortunately, vou
mean.

Mr. PIESSE: | say unfortunately we
are forced to submit lo these counditions
and suffer serious inconveilience thereby.
It is astounding that we have not a direet
railway service to the cily on Tuesday be-
cause of lhe faet that these men ecannot
get 12 hours continuous rest at their home
slafions without inconveniencing the peo-
ple.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: T suppose you
would not object to the principle of giv-
ing & man 12 hours’ rest out of the 24

Mr. PIESSiEZ: While on the guestion
of expendiiure, I would like 1o say a
few words in regard to ihe roads board
subsidies whieh huave heen reduced by
hall.  This, in u meusure, is perhaps
justified because of the condilion of the
Stafe’s finances, but [ would like the
Minister to remember that in pany of
these road distriets there are nules and
miles of roads whielh bhave to be altended
to and which, owing to lack of funds,
are fast reaching a very bad condition.
It must be admitied thai roads are almost
as essenfial as railways, and almost as
guad feeders. Owing to this reduetion in
the subsidies the question of roads is
going to be an increasing irouble, 1 de
not propose to take up the tume of the
House any longer, exeept to suy one
word or two on bebalf of the settlers in
connection with the Edueation Depart-
ment. We are undoubtedly grateful for
those schools in the far eastern area, but
nevertheless the settler is called upon to
bear what, to my mind, is an unfair bur-

[ASSEMBLY.]

dlen—that is, in the matter of the house
necomnodation, aud the provision for
hoarding, which Le has to make for the
teacher on an ollowance of 155 a week.
1 conlend that this allowance is mueh too
small.  In many cases, as is well known,
Lhe =eiilers have to cart water up to as
much as 10 miles, and to provide cam-
forts for the teacher thai they themselves
are nol iu a position to provide for their
own homes, It 18 an unfair barden to
place upon these people, and 1 would
stgnest (hat the same system of assistance
should be applied to these distriets as is
applied on lhe goldfields, namely, that
there should be a special boarding allow-
ante for teachers who are sent inle
sparsely populated centres.  Such an
allowance would much relieve the people,
and 1 hope it will be found possible to
make it.

Mr. K. B. Johnston: Where wonld you

get the extra revenue from?
PIESSY:  This would have to
come as the result of eareful administra-
tion, and I feel sure that this could be
brought about.

The Minister for Mines: A veiy good
siggeslion.

Mr, PIKSSE: There is eertainly voon
for -cureful administration, as I think
Ministers themselves will admit, If very
stringent methods are not adoptel in the
near future I am very much afraid that
the financial year will wind up with a
very mueh greater deficit than we ex-
pected. T do nol repeat this word ' de-
fieit” with a view of inflieling punish-
ment npon Ministers, for [ am quite
sure they realise the position. I am also
yuile snre that they find it a very diffienit
matter to bring aboeut a beiler condition
of affairs.

Hon. J. 1. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[8.40]: &t is not my intention tv speak
at any great length on the financial
stalement, or upon the financial muddle
iate which the State has unfortunately
drified, because this has been very fully
dealt with by the leader of the Qpposi-
tion. It is, theretore, unnecessary for
me to waste the time of the House in
going further into the general financiai
position, One has only to turn over the

i



[4 FeErUaARY, 1915.]

Auditor General’s report and read a

juge or two——

The Minister for Works: I have read
many an interesting page in your time..

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: They may
have been interesting, but they did not
vontain matters of such vital importance
as are contained in the present Anditor
General’s report. Tf we were fo turn
over the pages of that report and read a
few of them, they would demonstraie to
us in a very few minutes the grave finan-
cial muddle which the present Adminis-
tration has bronght about. I doubt if
any of he past Treasurers, or indeed any
Governmeni, have hrought down upon
themselves sneh severe eriticism and such
severe cominent from the Auditor Gen-
eral as that officer has seen fit to place
in his last report. Not only has this oc-
curred in the last report but in that for
last year and the preceding vear—though
more particalarly for the year under
discussion, -

The Minister for Mines: It is an an-
nual thing.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I know what
.the Minister refers to when he says it i1s
an annnal thing. Tt has eertainly been
an annual thing so far as technical
breaches of the Audit Act are concerned.
T admit that many of the breaches dealt
with in the present report are technical
breaclies, and one that no Government
which wanted to do justice to the coun-
try could avoid without clashing with the
Aundit Aet in smail details,

The Minister for Works: Yon remem-
her thait it was said that we owed a
penny to the South African Government.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is an
instanee of what T mean by a technieal
"hreach. The Aunditor Genernl is charged
with the administration of the Acl. He
is the servant of Parliamenl and not a
servant of the Government or the Execu-
tive, and he is eharged to report to Par-
liament. Therefore, even if it is only a
question of a penny he would not he
carrying out the daties which are placed
npon him by Parliament if he did net
teport even suoch a small technical breach
as this, Urnfortunately, on' the present
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occasion he has found it necessary lo go
a great dea] further. As an instance of
thiz, onc has only to loock at his comments
sa tar as they relate to State trading
concerns, and so far as the produetion of
halanee sheels until a very much heluled
tisne is eoncerned,

Y r. MeDowall: These are only techni-
cal breaches,

Ion, J. I, CONNOLLY : That 15 not
s0.  They are very serious breaches.
It is regrettabie that the Auditor Gen-
eral has found il necessary to point out
that the balance sheets of these trading
voreerns were 18 months behind time,
and that he could not get any par-
ticulars in order that he might certify
to these balance sheets. That is a thing
that o Treasurer or Government should
be rroud of, to say the least of if. I
shall have a word or twe lo say later
on in regard lo these trading concerns.
Although we are met with this unfor-
tunate deficit, of which I am sure Minis-
ters must be tired of hearing, T wish to
tay that in the financial statement put
before the House we have not had what
we might bave expected in the way of
sugeesiions for stopping {he financial
“drift which we are now experiencing.
True, we are fold by the Treasurer that
we are likely to wind up the financial
vear with a delieit of £700,000, but I am
very much afraid that this expectation
will not be realised, for the reason that
during the very first month of the second
half of the current financial year we are
met with a frrther loss of £163,000,
which brings our deficit to an amount
that is well over a million pounds. This
means that in order to hear out the
Treasurer’s estimate we shall have to make
an alteration of something like £200,000
or £250,000 a month for the estimate of
the remaining five months of the financial
yesr. In my opinion the Treasurer has
“pri forth very puny efforts indeed in his
atleapts to balance the ledwer, and he
will require to do a preat deal more if
he decires to <top the monthly deficit
which ie acenmulafing, and wipe out the
Aiffovenss hatwren his estimated defieil
of €700.000 -snd the amannt at which
the defieit no sfands. -
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Mr. Munsie: What would you sug-
gest?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: If the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) will have
patience, I will come to that directly;
although T may be permitied to say that
it is not my duty to offer suggestions,
There are men placed on the Treasury
bench fo administer the finances of the
State, and if they eannot perform that
function let them admit it and go out.

Mr. Green: You have a duty to per-
form, as well.

Hon. .J. D, CONNOLLY : I have a duty
to perform, as my friend reminds me;
but let me point out that when any sug-
gestion is offered to the Premier and his
VMinisters, who constantly employ the
expression of the member for Kalgoorlie,
“(ive us your views; give us some help-
ful eriticism,” or when any criticism is
offered, as mine has been offered, in all
fairness, one is sneered at and told that
the suggestion is worth nothing or that it
has been made many times before,

Mr, Green: You have not offered any
vonstruetive criticism yel.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is a
matter of opinion. In any ease, if con-
struetive criticism conflicts with views
held on the Treasury bench, then it is
characterised as carping criticism,

The Minister for Works: Show us a
way out,

Hon. JJ. D. CONNOLLY : If eriticism
does not fit in with the policy of the
present Government, it is in no way
helpful eriticism.

Mr, Munsie: You want to wipe out the
State enterprises,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The member
for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) must be a
thought reader. 1 eertainly do intend to
say a few words in regard to State enter-
prises, for the information of my friends
opposile, Refore I proceed to deal with
that sabjeet, however, 1T wish to refer to
the puny effort, if it be an effort at all,
put forth hy the Treasurer in order to im-
prove the financial pesttion of this State.
We find that effort goes to this extent:
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Ilhe King’s Park Board grant is redueed
hy £500, the prison gate work is deprived
of £100, Hansard is reduced hy £230, the
Children’s Protection Society loses £30—

The Minister for Works: That society
wets £30, which is more than you gave.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: The Creche
gets £50 altogether. The present Govern-
ment increased the amount to £100, bat
now have taken away the increase. Then
there is a reduction of £200 n the
Aborigines grant, the Swan River mis-
sion; the acelimatisation grant is reduced
by £100: the mechanics’ institutes
throughout the State are to receive £700
less, The Fresh Air l.eague, a.very ex-
cellent bady which has done splendid
work, is ecut down by £100; school
hygiene, or the medical examination of
school children, is reduced to the extent
of £80. Let me say a few words regard-
g the grant so ahly defended by the
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson),
namely that to the Wing's Park Board.
The King’s Park is undoubtedly a State
park, a national park; and I believe the
larger percentage of the visitors to that
park are couwnitry residents.

Mr. Green: The Vietoria Park at Kal-
goorlie is unsed by ten times as many
people as use the King's Park.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do nol
intend to be led off into a discussion on
the Vietoria Park. As regards lhe King's
Park, it must be remembered that the
money purporiing to be saved by this
reduction will cost ten times as much in
a short peried. Onece a national park and
other institutions of a similar nature have
heen estahlished, we are bound, as busi-
ness men, to maintain them, because all
the money that bas been spent will be
entirely wasted if the undertakings are
not maintained. This is a consideration
quite apart from the pleasure and health
of the people. Ungquestionably, before
many months elarse it will be necessary to
spend £5,000 in order to make good the
damage resulting from the Government’s
reduction of £300. T doubt whether any
public money has been better expended,
or has given more pleasure to the people
and has tended more advantageonsly
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from the point of view of the general
health, than the couple of thousand
pounds spent annually on the King’s
Park,

“The Minister for Works: The King's
Park Board are getting £2,000.

Hon. J. D. CONNOILLY : Yes, tmt
they should be getting a great deal more;
and if it were not for the arbitrary action
of the Minister for Lands when Minister
for Works, the hoard could do a great
deal hetter, even now, than they ara
doing. 1t was the arbitrary action of
that Minister, who I observe is in his
place, and who will know that what I
say is perfectly true, in taking away the
board’s water supply some years ago,
that has aecenthated the board’s present
difficulties. The community is now faced
with a shortage of water in the metro-
politan area; and water is available for
watering the roads on only one day per
week. This means that a relaying of our
roads will be speedily necessitated, The
King’s Park Board formerly had a water
supply of their own, but for some reason
best known to himself the Works
Minister in the Daglish Government ar-
bitrarily took that water supply from
the board.

The Minister for Lands.
talking through vour neck.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Nothing of
the kind; it is the Minister who is talk-
mg nonsense. | am a member of
the King’s Park Board, and T know that
the hon. gentleman did arbitrarily cause
the hoard to buy their water Itom the
Water Supply Department,

The Minister for Lands: Nonsense.

Hon. J. D. CONNOULY: The Metro-
politan Water Supply Department are
either unable or unwilling o carry ont
their ohligations, even as regards the
watering of the roads. If the King's
Parlke Board had been permitted to re-
tain their own water supply, they would
now be pumping water and would not
trouble the department at all. The posi-
tion is as 1 state. Next, we come to this
peculiar reduction of the grant for pris-
on cate work. I regret extremely that
the Government have seen fit to
touch a vote of that nature. The whole
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grant amounts to only a few hundged
pounds, and the Government oughi not
to have interfered with it. I am sorry
the Attorney General is not in his place,
hecause, had he been, T should have ap-
pealed to him particulaily, The Attor-
ney General, T should have thought,
would at least have seen that there was
no interference with this particular item.
Next, there is the very questionable
treatment of the Aborigines vote. Re-
cently I asked some questions regard-
ing the Swan River half caste mission,
but unfortunately the Honorary Minis-
ter did not see fit to take the matber
seriously, preferring to treat it in an
utterly flippant manner. Undoubtedly
we owe a duty to the aborigines of this
State. The Imperial Government, when
granting us the Constitution we possess
to-day, charged us to spend at least
£10,000 per annum in the eare and pre-
servation of our ahorigines,

The Minister for Works:
are we spending?

Hon. J, D, CONNOLLY: The Minis-
ter, of course, knows we are spending
twice that amount; but, still, we under-
took to spend at least £10,000 annually.
Under the grant, eertain missinns were
established, and they have been doing
excellent work. T am not asserting that
possibly better methods than those of
missions might not have been adopted

How much

for the preservation of the race; but
these missions were established.
The Minister for Works: By how

much have the Government reduced the
vote?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The mis-
sions enjoy ecertain privileges and cer-
tain grants for a number of years, and
then without a word of warning their
mrants are considerably redueed, and,
worst of all, the reduction is made retro-
cpective. Take the ease of the Swan
River aborigines mission, & misston which
has been in existence for perhaps 50 or
60 years—certainly a great length of
time. That mission has been in the en-
jovment of a capitation grant of, I
think, 8d. or 104. per head of the in-
mates. After seven months of the 6
nancial vear have passed, the missiun
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guthorities received notice that their
grant is eat down hy £2uh. I am in-
formed by thbe controllers of the mis-
sten that they have, in all good faith,
mainlained the same number of natives,
and carried ont their work, and in doing
80 have spent the greater portion of
their grant. Then, seven months of the
financial year having expired, the con-
trollers are notified that they are not
to receive their grant, Such treatment,
I consider, is very unfair indeed, and
these remarks apply also to other abori-
gines missions which have suffered re-
duetions.

Mr. B, J. Stubbs: You do not ecall
that making the reduetions retrospec-
tive?

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Yes, I do;
retrospective as from June last, The
mission authorities did not reeceive no-
tice of these reductions uniil Janvary.
Expecting to be paid at the end of the
half-year the amount of their half-
vearly subsidy, they were told, eoolly,
that the amount was to be reduced by
£200: I put 8 question to the Honorary
Minister, who administers the Aborig-
ines Department, whether it was a fair
thing that the rednction should operate
retrogpectively, and whether he would
take the ease into consideration; and the
Honorary Minister bluntly answered
“*No.”’ These remarks also apply to the
case of other missions which bave suf-
fered reductions. New Noreia can prob-
ably bear the reduction better than oth-
er missions can, because the New Nor-
cia eontrollers have made a soccess of
fheir very noble work. and are able to
spend thousands per annum on the new
mission on the Dryzdale River, which.
however, has not met with much success
so far. The Sunday Island mission
grant has been similarly ent down. Due
notice ought to have been given, and the
missions ought to bave been informed
that after this finaneial year they must
submit to reductions in their grants.
Then the conirollers of the missions
would have had an opportunity of mak-
ing other arrangements.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The same argument
would apply to any subsidy.

[ASSEMBLY.]

llon. J, D. CONNOLLY: My argu-
ment applies more cspecially because of
the sacred character of the institutions
affected. The petty reduction in school
hygiene, an excellent system of medical
examination of school children introduced
yvears ago, affects an item which I con-
sider should certainly not have been
touched. The saving is only a paltry £80.
Again, let me express regret at the treat-
ment municipalilies have had from the
Treasurer, They have received no sub-
sidy for the first half of the finanecial
year, and T do not know that they will
receive much during the second half. The
Minister for Works may be able to inform
the Conunittee on that point. Although
these litlle reduetions have been wmade,
they do uol total many thousands of
pounds, and will have no material effect
oi 1he finanees, They will, however, bear
very hardly on the institutions I have men-
tivned, and on loecal bodies such as muni-
cipal eouncils, A somewhat noticeable
feature of the Government’s finance is that
while this unworthy cheese-paring has
been in progress, Ministerial expenditare
it the direction of entertainment of dis-
tingnished visilors, and so fortl, has
reached the highest poini attained for
many years. The Minister for Lands,
when lie was Yinister for Works, did him-
self pretty well at Kalgoorlie, and lit up
the reservoir there at a cost, according to
these Estimates. of £231. The Minister
for Lands, when JMinisler for Works,
spent £231 of public money in putling
the limelight on himself, The enterlain-
ment involved other incidentals, of course,
but I notice that particular itemn of £231
for limelight or electrie light, on the Ks-
timates.

The Y inister for Lands: You ohject to

 Kalgoorlie penple heing enjerlained. bui

vou do nol ohjerl to enterlainmends in
Perth. -

Hon. J. D. COXNOLLY: It is only the
maiter of the light I refer fo.

The Minister for Lands: Do not talk
tripe. An ex-Minister ought to know bet-
ter than that, and ouzht to have more
sense. You know that is wrong, You
know ther the total cost of the enotertain-
ment was £231.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 accept
that explanation of the Minister for
Lands,

The Minister for Lands: You are tak-
ing the Sunday Times as your authority.
That paper said the entertainment cost
£700, but the statement is not correct.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
going to speak for the Sunday Times at
all. However, I do see that item of £231
ou the Estimates, and it cannot be taken
except in the way I have put it. If the
£231 includes everything.

The Minister for Lands: That was the
total expenditure; and ten times, fifteen
times, one hundred times more has been
spent in Perth on less justifiable fune-
tions, Your trouble is that the money was
spent in Kalgoorlie instead of Perth.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : 1 am speak-
ing about nnnecessary expenditure on this
oecasion. While all these small reduae-
{ions ore being made we find that there is
ne real effori at economy, and neither is
there any attempt at good administration.

Mr, Munsie: They are not eutting down
the hospital votes as you did,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: They are do-
ing so, and particularly those deserving
of special assistance, suech as the hospital
at Leonora to which the member for Leo-
nora referred the other evening.

The Minister for Works: There is more

noney voled for hospitals this year than
has ever been voted before.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY : But the Gov-
ernroent are not irealing the country hos-
pitals at all fairly. The Government
should turn their attention lo the State
concerns, 1f we are io have these, let us
have them conducted on business lines.
To-day we have the Agrienltural Imple-
ment Works, the State Sawmills, and the
State Brickworks, amongst others. Who
wants agrieullural machinery to-day?
There is more in the country than we
know what to do witl, yet we are spending
£100,000 annually in wages in making that
macehinery which is not required.

The Minister for YWorks: Who told you
that,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I know it.

The Minister for Works: You know
nothing of the kind,
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Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : Then we have
the sawmills. There may be a better out-
let for timber than for machinery so that
there may be some justification for the

sawmiils. 1 would like te know who
wanis bricks fo-day.
Mz, Robinson: They have not pro-

duced any yet, and they have been three
years attempting to make them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The last re-
port [ suw was that they had turned out
40,000 bricks—enough Lo build a couple
of eoltages—atl a eost of £2 per thon-
sand,

Mr. Green: That is a saving of 50 per
cent. on what is charged by private
manufacturers, and, moreover, they have
turoed out 500,000 for the kiln aione,

MAr, B, J. Stubbs: And it is the.finest
kiln in Australia,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No one
wants agricultural machinery or bricks
to-day.

Mr., E. B. Johnston: We shail soon re-
quire agricultural machinery.

Mr. Green; And bricks,

The Minister for Works: Would you
bring in machinery from the other States?

Hon. J. D. CONNQOLLY: There are

plenty of manufaeturers here. With
regard to the State sleamers they
are preventing the prnivale com-

panies from putting bigger vessels on
the coast. The Government steamers are
bringing down cattle at rates lower than
the private companies charge, and who
gets the bepefit except the meat ring.

The Minister for Works: I am sorry
some people cannot make correci state-
ments.

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY : I notice with
regrel that no provision is made on the
Fstimates--although I hope we may find
a sum on the Loan Estimates—for the
erection of a maternity home in Perth,

The Minister for Lands: Would you
advise us to build it out of revenue?

Hon, J.D.CONNOLLY: It could have
been built long ago out of revenuve, The
manner in which the metropolitan ares
has been treated over this matter is shame-
ful. When the Liberal Government went
oui of office all arrangements had been
made to build the maternity hospital and
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the money was provided for il. The
present Government went so far as Lo re-
Ler 10 il m the Governor's speech three
and a hall years ago, but where is the bos-
putal to-day ! Avre the people ol PPerih not
gong Lo gel any salislaction in regard o
tis very necessary institution?

CThe Minister for Works: The maiernity
huspital 15 very little availed ol.

Hon. J. D. CGUNNOLLY :  The Minister
is nol in a position 10 make such a state-
ment because we have never had a mater-
wiy iwospital here,

the mimster for Works: There is one
i halgoorlie,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That is ouly
a word. What we require is a lLospital
suliiciently large where wuurses ean be
Lraed in thal brancl of the profession.

wmX. B. J, Btubbs: You must have pati-
ents Lhere before you ean t{rain the nurses,

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: We were pro-
mised that the bospilal would be suili-
cienuly large to permut of the training of
nurses, but nothing has been done. We
settie tamilies on the land, and we do nov
give them Lhe facilities whieh they are en-
titled to receive, It is impossible for
Lthose good women Lo leave their homes and
come into town, and we should have pro-
perly qualiied maternity nurses Lo send
to them. There 1s no place in Western
Austraiia where nurses can train, L
there were, a great number of girls would
ebter on this profession, and laler on there
would be no difticulty about securing then
services whenever those services were re-
quired in the country.

The sinisier for Works: The Health
Act you were responsible for, dealing
with maternity matters did more injury
to the uwurses than any other measure
which was ever introduced.

Hou. J. D, CONNOLLY: I do net
know to what ibe Minisier is referring.
1 want to make a few remarks about the
absence of an adequate water supply for
the metropolitan area, 1t is a disgrace
that the metropolitan area should bave to
depend on a very doubtful supply ob-
lained from bores,

The Minister for Works: Would you
carry out that work from revenue?
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Hon, J.D. CONNOLLY: Arethe Gov-
ernment going to incude it in the Loan
bstimates !

The Minister for Works: You will see
when they appear,

Jlon. J. DL CONNOLLY :  The Minister
wusl be aware of the greal necessity for
an eflicient water supply for Perth and
suburbs,

Mr, Munsie: What were your adminis-
tration doing lhe six years they were in
power?

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: We werenot
able to do everything. We made provi-
sion tor the building of a reservoir, and
we appointed a eommission Lo go into the
guestion of all the sites, and the reporis
ave available to-day. The work could have
been commenced Lhree years ago. The
late Government would have made a com-
mencement with it it they had remained in
otlice,

Mr. Munsie: They would have had a
busy time it they had been returned for
another thres years,

Hon 4. D, CONNOLLY : We were told
ihe other evening by the Premier that if
we untied his hands he would deal with
certain civil servanis who rode about alj
day ou bicyeles, Such a statemeat comiung
from a responsible Minister was guite un-
called for. 1f the Public Service Aet has
tied the Premier's bhands in any way let
littn come io Parliament and ask that an
amending measure be passed, 1t is
amusing to hear him speak about his hands
being tied. We know that they were not
ited when he wauted to use them for
the purpose of getting rid of public
servants, The members of the ser-
vice were supposed to be placed above
Ministerial inttuence. 1 regret io say that
those sections of the Public Bervice Act
have been worked to the detriment of the
members of the serviee instead of to their
advantage. ln answer to a question which
1 asked the Premier a liitle while back
as to why eertain civil servants were re-
tired and as to why the Public Service
{ommissioner recommended the retire-
ment—I refer to Messrs. Roe and Cowan
—the Premier replied that the Commis-
sioper knew the policy of the Govern-
ment, It is not a question of knowing
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the policy of the Governmeut; it is a
question of administering the Act. The
Commissioner has no right to coneern
himself abont the policy of the Govern-
ment, :

Mr. Munsie: Did he recommend any-
thing illegal? You know well that the
Commissioner was well within his rights
when he made the recommendation.

Hon. J. D. CONXOLLY: If the Com-
missioner was right the Premier did not
say so. He merely replied that the Com-
missioner knew the policy of the Gov-
ernment. T desire to say a few words also
in regard to the reduclions which have
{aken place in the eivil service, or rather
one branch of it—the Railway Depart-
ment. I notice it is intended to reducc
their honrs to 44.

Mr, Munsie: There will be more than
the Railway Department. There will be
the Water Supply Department and other
branches of the service.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I have seen
no reference to any department exeept
the Railwavs, and 1 consider it is
unfair to deal with only one seetion of
the public emplovees. The Government
declare in a loud voice that they will
not reduce wages, but they are doing so
to the extent of half a day a week. Would
it not be better for the Government to
be straighiforward and say that as times
are bad and as the railway revenue has
gone down, and that as there'is not the
same amount of work to be done, it is
necessary to effect these reduetions.

Hon., R. H. Underwood (Honorarv
Minister) : And the railway revenue will
zo down even more in Febrnary.

[Myr. McDowall took the Chair.]

Hon. J. N. CONNOLLY: If that is
o the pesition will he verv serious.
Would it not he hetter to sav that a num-
her will have to suffer reduction or he
ratired temnorarilv until thines improve?
Tnstead of that thev propose fo reduce
them by fonr honurs a week. That is
unfair for the reason that it will applv
onlv to part of the service, T am quite
satisfied that a naumber of those men will
have to work more ihan 44 hours a week
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in order to carry on the work of the rail-
ways, Consequently, they will show no
reduction of hours at all. But the poor-
est paid men, the fettlers, will be knockefl
down to 44 houors, Why not approach
the question in a straightforward manner,
and make an all round reduction, affect-
ing not only the wages men but the sal-
aried staff as well.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I see, yon want a reduction
in wages.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No. All I
want is to see the guestion tackled
straightforwardly, and if a reduction is
to be made, that it shalli apply all round,
and not only to the small men, as is pro-
nosed under the present arrangement.
I wonld exempt wages up to a certain
point from any reduetion.

Mr. Munsie: That is the reason why
you paid men on the railways 7s. a day
whilst yon were a member of the Min-
istry.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We never
paid a wage of 7s., the men got S8s. a
day.

Mr. Munsie: Some of them got as low
as 6s, 6d. under your adminisiration.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No. That
was under your own administration. If
a minimum of, say, £100 were fixed, in-
stead of reducing the 9s. a day man on
the whole of the £140 a year which he
earns, instead of eotting him down 8 or
per cent. on the whole, reduce him on
the odd £40 only, and give him £100
without any reduction, The same thing
should apply to the higher grades, T1f
that were done, you would have a better
and a fairer scheme of reduction and no
section of the men would be treated un-
fairly.

Mr. Munsie: Evidently, aceording io
your own argument, £100 a vyear is a
living wage.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not sav
that it is a living wage. What T do say
is that a man should be free from any
reduction up to at least £100 a year. Tf the
Government propose to make a reduetion
to meet the precent state of the finances,
let them do so, but thev should treat the
civil servants fairly. which they certainly
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de not propose doing under the present
scheme. Let them begin at the top and
snbject members of Parliament to a sub-
sstantial reduclion in salaries—not 10 per
cent,, but a rednection by at least £109.
Prior to three years ago mermbers of
Parliament got on very well on £200 a
year; but fimes were better and salaries
were increased to £300. Previously we
were able to live very well on £200, and
in times like this we should be able !o
again live on £200, or even £150, and thus
set a good example.

Mr, Heitmann: That is a reduction of
33%% per cent, Will you reduce your
whole salary, or rather your whole in-
come, by 33l4 per cent?

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY : T always give
for benevolent purposes whatever T ean
afford, but I am speaking now of money
received from the State. The QGovera-
ment, while proposing fto reduce the
amount of money received by the wages
men from the State, are not willing to re-
duce their own salaries to the sum which
they were receiving for many years, and
which, until recently, was cousidered to
be quite sufficient. Minisiers could go
back to their old salaries. Indeed, 1T am
surprised fhat Ministers require any re-
minder on this point, They said in a lond
voiece Lhree years ago, “We do not want
this extra money; we will not have it.”
But they have gone on for three years
drawing this extra money, or a total nf
£6,000, money which they said they did,
not want and pledged themselves not to
take,

The Minister for Works: You thought
you were eoming back after salaries were
raised.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Then von
must have thought that you were not com-
ing back. You bave taken £300 each per
annum; that is, £1,800 for three years, or
a total of £6,000 in a little over three
years of the State’s money which you said
yon did not want and wounld not take.
Ministers have drawn that £6,000 and
will, s0 far as I can see, continue fn
draw at that rate in the future.

Mr. Munsie: T will certainly azree to
a reduction of 3314 per cent, in my sal-
ary, provided you agree to support a Bill
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which will similarly reduce everyone in
receipt of more than £300 a year.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The argu-
ment of the nember for Hannans is not
relevant.

A member: You are making £1,000
a year outside.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: The argu-
ment is this. The Government propose to
reduce their railway servants on the
ground that there is not so wuch work
to be done.

Hon. R. . Undcrwood (Henoraiy
Minister) : Not only the railway servantis,
the whole of them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: XNo; the
wages men, not the whole of the eivil
service, If is proposed fo reduce the
wages men of the eivil service, beecauss
the Government say there is not so much
work to do. Similarly there is not so
much work to do in Parliament; therefore,
raembers ought to be satisfied with a less
allowanee, just as they expect the wages
men in the service to take less because
there is less work fo do. Undoubtedly
this is no time for legislation or long
sittings, and if for that reason only, T
consider it equitable members should
agreec to a reduction in salaries. But
anger seems to be raised amongst hon.
members opposite at the hare sugges-
tion. T do not intend to delay the House
longer. Y have entered my protest
azainst the treatment meted out to the
aborigines missions, and T protest again
againsl the want of effort on the part ot
the Ministers, T have endeavoured to
offer themn some sugeestion and to put
forward some construetive eriticism, fo
show them a means by which they can
raise £10,000 per vear by the reduction of
Ministerial and members’ =salaries. But .
that suzgestion has heen received by the
House with derision and even with anger.
‘That is all the thanks T get for putiing
forward the suggestion. The Honorary
Minjster interjeeted just now regarding
my attitude towards the missions, He
was not in fhe House when T referred to
this matter, bni this will convey lo the
Honorary Minister my atfitude. 1 am
not prepared to say that there is nof some
better method than the present of dealing
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with the preservation of the aborigines.
But 1hat is not the point. Those missions
have been established and have done good
work. They were in receipt of subsidies,
and his first Ministerial action was not
only to cut down ibat subsidy, but to make
the reduction retrospective,

Mr. WILLMOTT ({Nelson) [9.24]:
Many and varied have been the opinions
addressed to this House as to the best
menns to be adopted in our present diffi-
culties, Some of those opinions have
sirnck me as being worthy of considera-
tion, -

Member: TLet us have your opinions,

Mr. WILLMOTT: | intend to break
new ground altogether. There has heen
a zood deal of reference to the civil ser-
vice, and, in my opinion some of the re-
marks made have been unjusi. Certain
inereases are owing te certain individu-
als in the service. That is a debt of hon-
our and must be paid. The president of
the court was appoinied by the Govern-
menf,

Mr. Taylor: What court?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The appeal couri.
That court was appointed by the Gov-
ernment and its decisions must be re-
spected,  Rightly or wrongly the court
decided that certain officers were worth
certain annual salaries; thercfore we
must in honour pay those salaries, be-
cause the Government had announced
that the decisions of the court would be
final. At the same (ime, 1 think that the
increases are in many cases absolutely
wrong, for the reason that the decisions
did away with the uniformity previously
existing in the classification under the
Public Service Act, What was the cost
of this court? Probably £10,000, as T
work it out. I venture to say that if
the annual inereases had been given as
ther should have been, they wounld not
have cost more than £6,000. And had
those inereases been given, I do net
think that there would have been ap-
peals in many eases. These so-ealled suto-
matie increases refer only to officers in
receipt of salaries up to £200. Many of
the men whe went to the appeal eourt
are highly paid; and 1 do nol think ihey
would have had the pluck to go to the
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court, and they certainly would not have
heen supported if the small man had
been properly treated. Some of the
appellants pointed out to the judge that
thev had heen in the service many years
and were sfill on their minimum salaries,
That, in my opinion, had 4 great deal
to do with the judgment given. In the
idueation Department, officers in re-
ceipt of salaries up to £500 receive in-
ereases,  Why was not the rest of the
civil service treated in the same way?
Six lhousand pounds in increases would
have settled many appeals, and the ser-
vice to.day would be more efficient be-
cause it would not be seething with dis-
content, YWhere you have disecontent
there is ineflicieney. 1 notiee that the
services of the Ascistant Pablic Service
Commissioner have been dispensed with.
Does the Premier think one Commis-
sioner 15 competent to deal with the
whole of the ¢ivil serviee, because I do
not? The Depuly Commissioner visited
many offices, especially in the metropoli-
tan area and in the South-West; but
the civil servant in lthe North has never
been visiled. Consequently you do not
know whether the men up there are
loafing or are overworked.

Hon, K. H, Underwood (Honorary
Minister): We have good men in the
North,

Mr. WILLMOTT: It may be that the
eivil servants in the North are worth
more money than they are getting; but
the Government is not in a position to
know beeause they have had no report
from the Commissioner. I think it was
bad policy to get rid of the deputy
Commissioner, who did good work, In
the department with which I was con-
neeted, he effected savings to the amount
of close on £2,000; and if he could do
that in a small department like forestry,

. the total expenditure of which is prob-

ubly not more than £12,000 a year, what
coudd have heen done in other depart-
ments? Speaking for myself only, I
think he is a much better man than the
| resent Commissioner.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
right, too.

You are quife
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The Minister for Works: He did good
work.

Mr, WILLMOTT: He did very good
work indeed. Several members have
made suggestions in regard fo the run-
ning of our railways, In my opinion
the farmer is paying his fair share and a
litile more. The reason for the enormous
eost of the running of our trains has
been the faulty construction of the lines.
How is it possible to run our trains af
a reasonable cost with the grades we
have? That is where we are making the
mistake. The Commissioner has no say
in the eonstruction of our lines; all he

has to do is to run the trains, He comes -

along after the work is done, without
having had o say as to the grades,

The Minister for Works: The En-
ginger for Existing Lines has been con-
sulted for the last three years,

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then he must be
very easily salisfled to put up with the
lings as consiructed at present.

The Minister for Works: He says we
are spending too much on them now.

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1If we iake the
Big Brook line as an example, we are
spending too much. It was a heavy line
to eonstruct, but it could have been con-
structed at less cost on better grades had
a difierent gentleman been in charze, In
regard to the ¥orestry Department, the
first step that should be taken is the ap-
painiment of an inspector genetal of
forests. During the last 17 years the
present aciing conservator has been act-
ing conservator, conservator for about
two months, and has been in all soris of
posts with high sounding titles but with
very little salary. The trouble is that
as Jong as be holds an aecling position
his word can have very little weight with
the Minister. This officer should either
be confirmed in his present position or,
if the Minister does not think he is a fit
and proper person, somebody else should
he appointed,

Hon. R. H., Underwood (Honorary

Minister) : 1t cannot be done under the
Act.
Mr. WILLMOTT: I think it ean.

This officer was once appointed eonser-
vator for a couple of months, If that
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could be done by the Government of the
day, then the present Government can
do the same thing again. It is of no use
appointing a scienlific manager from
outside, because no Government will put
their hands in their pockets and give the
scienlific conservator £40,000 or £50,000
a year to spend, which he will certainly
want. The whole aim up to the present
has been to get all we can out of the
forests and put nothing back. When we
think that durizg 1913 no fewer than
3Y% million loads of timber were taken
out of our forests, and that {he whole of
the revenne received was only £33,000,
we must admit thal we are not getting
what we should get. A shilling a load
in the round is an absurd royalty, as is
also half-crown a load in the 'sguare.
TFirms pay up to 12s, a load in the
square for timber on private property
miles away from a railway line.
Mr. Heitmann: Rubbish!

Mr. WILLMOTT: No, I do not talk
rubbish on the forestry question,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why should people
get under condiiional purchase condi-
tions paddocks that carry timber worth
a royalty of 12s. a load?

Mr. WILIALOTT: Because the land
has been wrengfully allowed to go. The
officers of the Foresiry Deparlment, in
spite of every effort, were overridden be-
canse those lands were under the control
of suceessive Ministers for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: But where
i the revenue you speak of?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Right here. I
know that private firms are paying up
to 12s. a lead in the square. Why then
should we charge only half-a-crown for
timber adjacent to a railway?

"The Minister for Lands: Show me
how we ean get a general increase on all
timber areas and I am with you,

Ale. WILLMOTT: When we think
that the rayalty on iron-bark is 4s. Gd.
a load, and on teak £12 10s, are we
going to admit that our karri and jarrab
are worth 250 times less than teak? 1
will never admit it, I know it will be
stated that if we raise our royalfies on
karri and jarrah we will be enhaneing
the value of the combine’s leases.
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The Minister for Lands:
their monopoly.

My, WILLMOTT: But only for the
time being, Jf we are going to wait un-
til those leases are cut out, we will wait
until the Crown lands are denuded of
timber, Why cut off our nose to spite
our face? If I ¢an show a man the way
to make a sovereign, will he object be-
cause by doing so he will put 15s. in the
pockets of someone else?

The Minister for Lands:
them an abseolute monopoly.

Mr. WILLMOTT: But only for a
time, because we have a large area of
Crown lands, The combine will be in
a position to tender at a lower figure
than other people for the time being, and
they will in consequence quickly exhaust
{heir forest. Then we can come along
and make our own price at a later date.

The Minister for Lands: Then your
idea is to close down the cutting on
Crown lands and let Millars work on
and cut out their leases?

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1 say raise the rof-
olty and see whether it will have the
effect the Minister suggests. I do not
think it will. The fact that they are pay-
ing such large sums for timber on pri-
vate paddocks proves my econtention.

The Minister for Lands: It is ‘mot
Milars who are paying it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then if other com-
panies can pay 12s. a load and compete
against Millars, my argument holds good.
Our royalty should be doubled or trebled.

The Minister for Lands: I agree with
that, but I object to increasing it on
Crown lands while Millars have the mon-
vpoly they have,

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then there is bhe
matter of housing the Forestry Depart-
ment. The Minister in charge mnst be
ashamed of it, because it is always poked
away in remwote corners, With a great
deal of trouble a museum was collected
for the Forestry Department. YWhere
1s it to-day? Gone. Where is the For-
esiry Department itself? Ask 99 out of
100 people in Perth and they will be
unable to say. It is stock away out
of all touech with the department which
it is now directly under, namely the

Increasing

It will give
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Mines Department. Yhy not louse

them together and save all this running
about? In respect to jarrah timber, 1t
18 so well known that it does not require
any commendaiion from wme. It is held
in high repuie by engineers all over the
world. But I am sorry to say karri is
not so well known, and still more sourry
to say that many who should have known
better have seen fit to decry this timber,
have cried stinking fish to theif everlasti-
ing disgrace. After 25 years’ personal
experience of karri, I suy fearlessly that
it is a splendid timber and will eventu-
ally prove itself to be second to none. 1
know it to be second to none to-day.
Properly handled this timber is second to
none.  We have an enormous area of
karri, some of it carrying over 200 loads
to the acre. When we think of the thou-
sands and thousands of acres of karri
which we have, it gives some idea of the
enormous extent of forest that exists.
Let us run our railways into the karvi
country and open up those forests. Give
private efiterprise slso a chance to cotne
m and work the karri forests, T do not
think that allowing private enterprise
mto patches of that forest further south
will do our State enterprise any harm
whatever. Let us see that we handle this
usset to the best advantage, and do not
give it away for 1s, a load, for it is worth
# great deal more. There is one industry
which is absolutely untouched, and tha
18 the bark industry for tanning pur-
poses. Something should be done to start
this new induslry here as it is urgently
reqmred, Mitherto Germany has taken
all the tanning bark exported from Aus-
tralia. Apart from some little tronbte
on aceount of the dark colour caused by
the gum, L am certain that a very large
industry indeed could he opened up. 1
have received hundreds of lelters from
all over the world in relation to this bark
tndustry. I have passed them on from
time to time to the Foresiry Department,
and J presume they have been pigeon-
holed and that that is the end of them.
I favour the erection of spot mills on
Crown lands, and no obstacles should be
put in their way. People desirous of in-
vesiing their money in spot mills should



1262

be aswisted, @ive them small permit
areas, and thereby securily of tenure, but
do not let them have the timber at 1s.
a load. As regards the sleeper bewer,
this man has a definite place in our for-
ests. There are many thousands of acres
of country whieh do not earry suflicient
timber to warrant the ereetion of a mill
Tlis is the land on which o put the
hewer. A great deal of the country
carries sueh a small leadage that it is
in immediate danger of heing handed
over to the farmer. What will e do; he
will destroy this timber, grnb it up and
burn it, That is the class of country on
which the hewer can le worked profit-
ahly, as well as sparsely covered bush.
There seems to be a great objection to
{he timber hewer. I would not like to see
him bemng allowed Lo run where he likes
over virgin forest, bul (here are many
thousands of acres over which this man
cun operate profitably. He is not in the
same position as the man with a mill. Tt
does nol pay to haul the logs more than
a certamn distanee into a mill, and in the
sparsely covered country it does not pay
to lay light tramways, bnt the hewer is
50 mobile that with a £5 kit he can go
vut mto this eountry and work it profit-
ablv, T do not say thai the hewer must
not be allowed to go into virgin forest.
He should be allowed to go into cerlain
virgin forest, for there 18 sueh land
where he eould work the timber profit-
ably.

27r, Taylor: The hewer has bheen in
existence for years, and will remain.

My, WILLMOTT: 1 hope so.  The
forest rangers in my opinion sheuld do
all the inspecling of timbers. Al present
almost every department has its own in-
spectors to inspect timber. This means
that we have no delinite standard of in-
spection. While on this subject, let me
mention that a sleeper, on bheing in-
spected, is either passed or eondemned,
and in consequence a wicked waste re-
sults. In other parts of the world first,
second, third, and fourth class sleepers
are recognised. 1f a sleeper for a par-
ticular reason does not come up to speci-
fication, it is not thrown on the scrap
heap but is passed as a seeond or third
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class sleeper, and that is what we ought
to do here, In India would the authori-
ties peimit & teak sleeper having pin
holes in it to be utterly condemned? No.
1t has (o stand its ehance and if it is
not passed as first elass, it is graded as
a =ceond, third, or fourth c¢lass sleeper.
There is no such thing as an absolutely
condemned sleeper there, and the same
thing shounld apply here.

Mr. Taylor: To what use could the
lower class of sleejiers be put here?

br, WILLMOTT: They could be used
for many of our light railways.

Mhr, Green: For agrieullural spur
lines.

Mr, Taylor: fKor the Fsperance rail-
way. °

Mr. Green: No.

Mr. WILLAIOTT: 1 wish to j:oint out
a grave injustice which is being done to a
cerfain roads hoard. The permit areas
held by the State sawmills do not pay
rates,

Mr. ’Logzhlen: The others did not
ray untd 18 months azo.

Mr. WILLMOTT: They do now. If
the permits perlaining to mills Nos. 1, 2.
and 3 paid rates, the Warren roads hoard
would receive no less a revenue than £700
per annum from these areas alune, pro-
vided they j aid at the sawme rate as Tyall's
mill at Jarnadup pays now. If the Gov-
ernment will have State enterprises and
desire 1o make the jieople believe in them,
they are going the wrong wayv about it if
thev deprive the roads boards of such
rates.

Mr. Thomas: To not fhey pay a roy-
alty that other mills do not pay?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Xo, thev ray a
rovalty hut that goes to the Forestry De-
partment and not to the roads board. The
roads bhoard have {o earry over their roads
the extra traflic oceasioned by the mills,
and yet they get nothing in the way of
rates from these permit areas. If this is
to continve, {his board should in all fair-
ness receive special treatment in the
shiape of an enlarged sobsidy. We de-
j rive them of a means of revenue, which
wonld he available if private companies
Feld the yermii areas. Tf the Government
mills were not eztablished, private enter-
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prise would bave stepped in and other
mills would have heen erected, and the
rermit areas held by private enterprise
would be paying £700 a year to the
Warreu roads hoavd. It is only fair that
this or any other board in like cireum-
stances should receive special considera-
tion, but at present the Warren roads
board, to my knowledge. is the only one
so affected.

The X'inister for Works: Are there
roads to the mills? -
Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, and every

penny is spent on the roads. Nothing is
wasied in officials’ fees. Some of the best
roads in the eountry, considering the rain-
fall and the trying conditions under which
the people there iabour, are to be found in
this district. When I pointed out the
course of the line to Big Brook, the Min-
isler said “Look at the eonditions.” 1T re-
peat the same remark in regard fo the
roads,

The Minister for Works:
malie any roads to the mills?

Mr. WILTATOTT: They have to make
roads all round the mills.

The Minister for Works:
any.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Perhaps the Minis-
fer was too husy looking af the powellis-
g vats. T hope the Minister for Works
will remember this, and make a special
effort on hehalf of this particular board.
Tt i1s not fair that they should have to
hear the expeunse accasioned by the extra
traflic without receiving any remunera-
tion from that traffie. There is another
matter to whieh T should like to direct at-
tentign, and that is in regard to the Tands
Denartment. This department requires
more careful administration at present
than any other department.

Mr, Taylor: That is what the Minister
himeelf save.

Mr. WILLVOTT: Then I thoronghly
agree with the AMinister.

Mr. Robinson: That is why he was
placed in charge of the Lands Depart-
ment.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Minister in
charge of this large and itmportant de-
rartrert has the welfare and progress of
of the State in his hands. If he is too

Do they

T did not see
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optimistic, like some Ministers have been,
be will induce people to go too far out
away from railways and beyond the line
of an assured rainfall, and disaster will
be the result. '

Mr. Taylor: The member for Northam
is not in his seat at present.

Mr. WILIAIOTT: If, on the other
hand, he is too pessimistic he will frighten
people hefore they have given their hold-
ings a2 fair chanee. The Minister must
have sufficient yersonality to inspire con-
fidence in the settlers and zeal in his offi-
cers. Of all the departments that come
under the curse of the ordinary man in
the street, more abuse is heaped on the
Lands Department than on all the others
prut together, T am inclined to think that
a great deal of it is deserved. When men
come out here with only a small sum of
money to put inte land and are kept
wuiting before their applieations are fin-
ally dealt with, in some cases as long as
18 months——

The Minister for Lands:
sponsible for that.
tory.

Mr, WILLMOTT: Tt may bhe, but I
commend it to the notice of the Minister
that he may take eare not to go forth and
do likewise. The sword is hanging over
his head. Letters are constantly heing
received bitterly complaining about the
fact that no finalitv is reached in regard
to requests, The Ainister has an import-
ant. work befaore him to delve into and
rrobe ahout in order to find out the sore
spot and heal it if he ean. Other Minis-
lers have tried, and in my opinien not
very enceessfully.  More especially are
these delavs noticeable in the timber
areas. Reports have been received from
the forestry officers recommending that
certain lands be approved, The distriet
surveyors shonld have wore anthority.
They are located in the different distriels,
and provided with a staff, genexally speak-
ing a good, effcient staff. When they
forward their reports, nothing more
should be required than the formal assent
of the Minister for Lands to give effect

I am not re-
Thal is ancient his-

to their recommendations.

The Minister for Tands: T am of
opinion that delays are due to distriet
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surveyors not getting on with their work
as expeditiously as people think they
should. 7The delay is not in the central
ollice. .

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am glad to hear
that, but ecorrespondence which I have
received puts a different eomplexion on
the matter. Everything possible has been
done by the district surveyors’ offices, but
the delay is caused in Perth, shali I say,
hecatise we have so many assistant under-
secretaries, This might be the reason,
or it might not.

The Minister for Lands: I am inelined
to think the delay oceurs in the field.

Mre. WILLMOTT: We have a splendid
classification of the South-West land. A
very large sum of money was expended
on this work, and by a glance at the plan
one can tell the timbered land and the
Iand which is absolutely free from timber.
It seems extraordinary affer having gone
to the expense of making this elassifica-
tion and preparing these plans that it
shonld take weeks and months to get an
application through for land shown by
the plan (o be free from fimber. I know
that the State sawmills manager will
¢ay that in many eases the land shown on
the plan as being free from timber might
he regnired for the construetion of a line
fo take his logs inte the mills. Are we
going to close the whole of our best
country in the Warren for the sake of a
few framlines? Surely we can set out
where these tram lines are going, because,
as a timber man, T am well aware that
all the creeks are arteries which lead the
logs into the mills, and are we to close
all this land because we have to run a
few tramlines to the mills? The propo-
sition is absolutelv absurd. Surely a
seheme can he devised by which a chain
strip can be kept aside and by which
any man taking up land enclosing that
chain strip knows, at the time that he
makes his application and is given an-
proval of it, that the saw mills have the
right to run a line through. 1 can see
no ohjection to if, and the selectors ¢an
see no objection either.

The Minister for Lands: You wonld
require a permanent survey of the land
hefore that.
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Mr. WILLMOTT: Most of the lands
are already surveyed, and have heen sur-
veyed for years.

The AMinister for Lands: You would
require tu have the line permanently sur-
veyed otherwise the settlers could ant
slart making improvements,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do not see any
reason why they shonld not do ro. As
I was saying, we have permaneni survevs
already made, If one goes up the gullies
there for miles and miles one sees that
surveys bave already been macde,

The Minister for Lands: Are you sure
they are not private surveys? [ do not
think there are many permanent surveys,

Mr. WILLMOTT: As many sur-
veys as are required in connection
with laying out tramlines have
been made. If we cammot do this

what is the use of a classification? In-
stendsof waiting until the whole of the
timber is cut out, which as a forester
myself T hope will never be, because I
trust we will be able to conserve our
tracts of forest for ever, it seems to be
extraordinary that we cannot devise some
plan by which we ean enable men to get
on land free from timber instead of keep-
ing them off becauwse we have to run a
tram line through it. I commend this
to the notice of the Minister, and I am
sure he will quickly find some easy means
of dealing with it. T would like to draw
the attention of the Minister to the dis-
fress existing at the present time in the
Dinninup -area. The land is for the
most part poor, but the price which has
heen paid for it has been far too high.

Mr, Taylor: What price has been paid
for it?

Mr. WILLMOTT: They have had to
pay up to 35s. an acre for land which, I
understand, the last report upon it Te-
cognised that it should be sold at 1s. an
acre.

The Minister for Lands:
is that?

Mer, WILLMOTT: I am referring to
the Dinninnp poison area.

Mr. Tavlor: What Government fixed
that price?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The member for
Northam (Hon, J. Mitchell) was, I think,

What land
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Minister for Lands at the time this par-
ticular area was thrown open.
Hon, J. Mitchell: Vo, I was not,

ar. WILLMOTT: 1 take the hon.
member’s assurance that he was not. The
setilement of this area, in the way it was
done, was undoubtedly a mistake. That
could be proved by a perusal of the re-
port of the committee which inspected
this land. This committee pointed out
that these people should never have been
put on the land, that it was impossible
for them to make a living on it, and that
the whole system of seleetion, so far as
this lund is concerned, would have to
undergo an alteration.

The Mimster for Lands : Was
Dinpinup area a repurchased estate?

Mr. WILLMOTT: No, it was Crown
land, and some of the poorest land I have
ever seen. It was eut up into small areas
and a huge price was put upon it. These
men had never had a chance. As I told
hon. members not long agzo, a state of
dreadful distress exists amongst these
settlers to-day. They should never have
been put on that lend, and the sooner
they are taken off the better it will be
for them. The fruit indusiry in the State
is beginning to assume fair proportions,
but if better facilities ave not given to
the fruit growers to get their fruit away,
T say this industry is going to receive a
setback,

The Minister for Lands: That is a mat-
ter over which we have no control.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Government
have control, so far as their railways are
concerned. .

The Minister for Lands: But it is the
want of shipping facilities that eaunses
the trounble,

Mr. WILLMOTT: So far as the ship-
ping facilities go, T agree with the Min-
ister for Lands, that at the present time
ihe ontlook for the fruit grower is a very
had one. 1 have some thousands and
thousands of cases of fruit that I do not
know what to do with. T am enly a unit
and there are hundrels of men like my-
" gelf, but men who are dependent upon
their orchards for their Living. I do not
know what will beeome of these, We are
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not whining or hegging. We are battling
against the diseases that are attacking
our orchards. The codlin moth is, for
instance, giving us a good deal of trouble,
but T am pleased to say, thanks to the
prompt methods adopted by the officers
of the Agricultural Department, that we
seem {o be in a fair way of dealing with
the pest. I think that a great deal more
could he done on our railways. The fruit
growers in our distriet had to struggle
hard indeed to be allowed to send their
frnit away by the morning train from
Bridgetown, for instance. It was point-
ed out that they must bring it in the
night before, and that fresh frunit, such
as peaches, plums, and nectarines, would
have to be 56 hours in transit from
Bridgetown to Perth, a distance of 170
miles. This is a distance which those
railways we have heard quoted by hon.
members, the English railways, would
cover in three hours. Are we going to
allow our fruit to take 56 hours to travel
a distance of 170 miles?

Mr. Taylor: A little over a mile an
hour.

The Minister for Works: Do you want
speecial trains?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Tt would be a
special train that would take 56 hours
to do the same journey. What T said in
jest ahout charges is one of the finest
means I have yet seen for reducing the
defieit,

Mr. Tavlor: It will take 70 hours then,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I wounld now like
to deal with the Agrienltural Depart-
ment. Certain eommisgioners have been

‘appointed and are paid £750 a vear fto

earry ont their dnties. I understand
{l:eir duties consist in instrueting men on
the land how to farm, amongst other
ihings. What do they sav—that the first
and most necessary thing to do is to wse
lime in large quantities? Now I wounld
like to ask the Minister for Tands what
steps he is prepared to take to help the
men on the land to get this lime?

The Minister for Lands: We are in-
veshizating the matter,

Mr, WILLMOTT: TInvestigating the
matter | The Government bave hbeen
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doing this for six years, and they are
still in a mess in regard to it. If it were
not that I have some consideration for
hon. members I should feel inclined to
read the whole of the correspondence of
the investigators for the last six years.
It wonld not take more than a week to
vead.

The dinister for Works: Do you be-
lieve in State trading concerns in this
regard ?

Mr. WILLMOTT: In reply to the in-
terjection, I will tell the Minister that T
am prepared, either that 1he State should
open up our lime deposits, or that the
Government should allow private entor-
prise to do so—whichever they like.

Mr. Allen: Private enterprise for pre-
ference.

Mr. WILELMOTT: Then let it he pri-
vale enterprise. Lime we wmust have,
What is the good of payving men £750 a
year and travelling expenses which, no
doubt, bring their incomes up to over
£1,000 a year. if we are not to take their
advice. If their advice is not worth giv-
ing, met rid of them. It is an insane
proposal to go on paying these men their
salaries, and for the Government to saw
they are investigating. The previous
(overnment investigated.

The Minister for Mines: They did not
do anything: they did not investigate to
any extent.

Hon. J. Milehell: Yon ean get plenty
of lime. '

Mp. WILLMOTT: The farmer can set
lime ai most unreasonable rates. Are
the present Government prepared, or are

they not. to open up the lime deposits,

of the State? Tf the finances of the
State will not permit of ileir onening
vn these deposits, are thev prepared io
allow other persons to come along with
private capital and do so.

The Minister for Mines: Tt requires
verv careful consideration.

Alr, WILLMOTT: Surelv after three
vears, even (he hon. gentlemen opposite
onght to have been able to come to some
conelusion. T am sure if T were sitfing
on that side of the House, in their posi-
tion, T conld have come to a conclusion
tn a very much shorter time than three
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years. Private enterprise—and the Min-
ister in charge of the department will
bear e out in this for they have all the
particulars—is prepared to step in and
spend £100,000 in opeuing up one of our
liime deposits. Lf the Stale eannot do it,
why not allow this private ecompany to
do it? The company is prepared to be
hound down as lo their charges, and has
agreed not to charge more than the Ag-
ricultnral, Department decides is a fair
thing.  What more do the Governmeni
want? I%or my own part I am prepared
to pay up to 12s. a ton for lime, and
I believe that the settlers generally woulil
be equaily prepared, but these gentlemen
say thev are willing to give us the lime
at 10s. a ton. They also say they are
prepared to hand back this lime to the
State at any time the State likes to de-
mand it. T have never heard of any
company putting forward sueh a splendid
proposition for the State.

Mr. Allen: Why are they not allowed
to do it?

Mr. WILIAMOTT: T do noi know.
There is something at the back of it
which T eannot fathom, Full particulars
will he found in the Trest Australian of
the 27th Mareh, 1913. My desire is to
turn lime out in hundreds and thousands
of tons for the people of the State. We
want the lime, and T eannot think why
the Government will not allow this pri-
vate enterprise to come in and develop
this industry.

Mr. Allen: If by turning them ont
we could get this lime we ought to do it.

Mr. WILLMOQTT: I cannol see where
the remark of the hon. member leads..

Mr. Allen: TIf we could get some one
else into power they might give that
concession to the company.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T helieve I would
torn mv own family out if I ecould get
all the lime we need so mneh to-day.

The Minister for Mines: There is a
big market for it in Germany now.

Mr. WILLMOTT: No less than 16,
000 tons of lime are put to use for agri-
eultural and building purposes .at the
present time, but ten times that quan-
tity would be used if we could get it at
reasonable rates. A line 13 miles in
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length would carry that lime from the
present deposit to join the main line at
Harvey or Waroona. Why should we
not do it, especially as the people want
it? The seitlers are not asking the Gov-
ernment to give it to,them. They are
not asking for something for nothing,
and their requests should be treated with
consideration. In view of the requests
whicli have been made for free freights
and the nuomerous other requests we
liave heard during the last three months,
Ministers ought to be delighted to help
those who are willing to help themselves.
I amn not going to labour the point, bui I
do hope the Minister for Agrieulture will
not only give the maiter earnest consider-
ation but prompt consideration. T can-
not gee any reason for the delay. The
reports which have been made on this
particular lime deposit at Lake Clifton
have been eminently favourable for the
opening up of the deposit. The reports
show that there is 84 per cent. of lime
there, that it is 13 miles only from our
present South-Weslern line, that the de-
posit is 11 miles long and manpy miles
wide, and that it 1s of tremendous depth.
A private company as I have said, is
prepared to put up £100,000 to work the
Jdeposit.  Surely such a proposal de-
serves the utmost consideration at the
hands of the Government, Cement
they will also make. As regards the de-
posit at Fremantle, the timber alone
would suffice to pay the cost of the line.
The timber which the Government are
now rtailing from long distances can be
obtained at Rockingham, To me it
seems extraordinary that this matier has
not been dealt with before; and I do
irust the present Government will open
up one or move of the lime deposits, or
elze allow nrivate enlerprise to do the
work.

Yr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [10.16]:
In rising to speak on these Estimates, I
must say that I have listened with speeial
interest to the last speaker, to whose re-
marks a zood deal more weight attaches
than, perbaps, to the remarks of other
speakers, from my special standpoint, for
the reason that for something Jike 20
years thal hon, member has been an officer
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of the Forestry Department. In address-
ing wyselt to the subject of the Estimates
tu-night. [ intend to deal only with woods
and forests, because, after all, tully 5,000
of my constiluents obtain their livelihood
from the timber industry. -ln dealing
with the Foiestry Departnent, it is as well
lu point oul that the revenue, aceording
to the Acting Conservator’s reporl, has
for last year shown an increase. The State
has received from that depariment sinee
ils inception something like half a million
sterling revenue; and the buoyaucy tndi-
cafed by the figures for the last twelve
meonths is, 1 think, attributable largely to
the activity of the present Government
in the irade. Further, that buoyaney,
viewed in eonjunetion with the number
of licenses issued of late by the Forestry
Departmeut, indicates that there has been
leakage in the past—that by some means
ot other the timber companies have in the
rast evaded their responsibilities. In re-
viewiny the position of the Foresiry De-
rariment, 1 wish (o express my admira-
tion, as well as my eriticism, in some di-
vections. My admiration bas been aroused
by the work which the Forestry Depart-
ment bas undertaken in the equipment of
S'ate nurseries, At two or three places
in the South-West the Department has
foresters jn charge of nurseries, and the
very laudable object in view js to distri-
bute lo public bodies throughout the Stale
the useful and ornamental irees that we
see growing around vs.  Aceording to the
repoul, the value of such trees distributed
during the past twelve months was £5,667.
I eontend, however, that it is impossible
to estimate the value represented by those
irees, There is no man in this Chamber
or out of it who can frame any accurate
estimate of the value of those millious of
ornamenial and uvseful trees which are
grown in tlie Staie nurseries, and thenee
distributed throughout Western Australia.
Tf we take the experience of other States,
partieniarly the Siate in whieh I was born
—South Auvstralia—where for hundreds
of miles lhe country is praetically bald,
where all the timber has been destroyed,
and where if is a very difficult matter Lo
et other trees to grow, we find that the
people are too closely interesfed in other
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pursuits to five altention lo tree culture,
Over hundreds of miles Lhere are not even
ivees for shade purposes, I remembcr,
as a boy, reading a few lines which ocea-
sionally come back to me now—

They might have left vne gum tree stund,
Where warbling Lird$ could sing—

A resting place for that bright throag
When weary on the wing,

We have not yel reached that stage in
Weslern Ausiralia, but 1 am going to
prove ithat we are travelling very rapidly
towards the goal at which otber Slates
have arrived. In econsidering our im-
wense area of wooded eountry, we have to
make a distinetion between the timbers
which have a eommercial value and tiose
whieh have not. As regard America, no
less than 45 per cent. of the whole ex-
tent of the two Americas is wooded, carry-
ing timber of some yuality; while of the
whole of Australia only 4 per cent. is
wooded. Of American territory 45 per
cent, is yielding something towards the
lumber indusiry, but of the immense area
of Australin only 4 per cent. Accordingly
the duty devolves upon every State Parlia-
ment in the Commonwealth to try 1o fos-
fer the growth of Australiagn woods and
forests, i order that we may prepare for
future eontingencies, li is impossible to
obtain a true eonception of the commereial
values of our timbers unless we have a
properly equipped Foresiry Deparlment;
and the duty of sueh a Department wauld
be to disseminate knowledge, and Lo -
siruet the people of our own eountry—
because they are not educated on this sub-
ject—regarding the value of this parti-
eutar industry and how we can best pre-
serve it. It is ouly during the last few
vears that the seience of forestry Las ai-
tracted any puoblic interest. Tt is ounly
during recent months that a few enthu-
siasts have been endeavouring {o create
2 public conscience on this question, and
thal an organisation for the promotion ot
the science of forestry has eome into ex-
istence here. With that organisation 1 will
deal more fully later. It is hampered by
the indifference and apathy of the pub-
lie. The people do not really understaud
the position, and apparently are not pre-
pared lo take sufficient interest in the
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subjeet to give the movement a push along,
In many respects Australia leads the
world. In many directions otber coun-
tries have copied our methods. They
bave copied our methods because this 15
a young country peopled by a vigorous
community, a coffmunity which has been
able tu aveid the pitfails and errors of
other countries, and to strike out on bold,
progressive lines. But, while Australia
leads in many directions, so far as fores-
iry matiers are concerned we lag sadly in
the rear. We have the position ereated in
Western Ausiralia to-day that forestry is
almost a dead letter. We have an im-
mense variely of (imbers here, but as to
only a coujile of them are we experiment-
ing and exploiting. Taking the two com-
mereial timbers, jarrah and karri, it must
be confessed that jarrah, as the member
for Nelson (Mr. Willmott) bhas stated,
needs ne recommendation. lnternalional
depdis have been established in all parts
of the world by the varions Western Aus-
tralian timber eompanies, and, as cne des-
eriplive writer puts it—

I'rogress in the form of the iron horse
is racing its way into the hearts of five
Continenis on a highway made of West
Australian sleepers.

Jarrah has won that reputation, and is
going to hold it as long as jarrah lasts.
But, to supplement the supply of jarrah,
we have brought in the karri; and 1 shall
deal with the Government’s activities in
that direction a little later. 1 wish to say
now that in addition to these two eom-
wercial timbers, which represent our big
asset in the South-West to-day, we have
blackbutt, tuart, and wandoo—very valu-
able timbers, but, unfeortunately, existing
only in limited quantities, The supply of
these (hree timbers is not likely to last
very long, and this applies especially to
tuart and wandoo; and tiherefore we
sheuld do our best to foster their growth
and multiply the sources of supply. The
olher timbers that spread over the West-
ern Australian landscape are york gum,
salmon gum, raspberry jam, sheoak,
morrell, yate, banksia, red gum, and
native pear. JMiost of ihese timbers grow
east of the Darling Range; and with the
settler’s fire stick and the settler’s axe we
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have been doing the work of vandals in
most effective fashion, We should look
upon our forests as Nature's gifts, and
we should cultivate our timber crop in
the same way as we cultivate any other
crop. e bring to our coantry the best
brains and talents procurable for the fur-
thering of the growth of cereals. We
foster and encourage the growih of fruit,
In those particular lines we do our utmosi
lo secure the services of scientific men
who will assist our settlers to oblain the
best results. As vegards forestry we
should look upon what other c¢ouniries are
doing. Taking Ameriea, the home of the
lumber frade, and taking the statemenis
published periodically by the leading for-
ester of to-day, Gifford Pinchot, we find
what America is doing in forestry. The
question has arrested the attention of the
thinking people of America; and why?
Because only a few years ago, less than a
decade, ago, the position bad become so
serious in the American lumber trade
that five of the principal foresters of
Ameriea, after making an investigation
into the question, expressed in writing
their convietion that in a year's time
there would be im the United States a
timber famine so disastrous tbat its effecta
would be felt in every household in the
land. They pointed out that within the
space of 16 years there would not be a
stick of timber left standing east of the
Rockies. ~ These alarming pronounce-
ments had the effect of galvanising pub-
lie attention throughont the great republic.
with the result that to-day the Americans
have their seed forests and a thoroughly
equipped Forestry Department, and are
making provision for overcoming the de-
nadation that is in progress. We find
that by the establishment of a forestry
service, of fire breaks and wind breaks,
the Americans have been able to accom-
plish something that has proved effec-
tively beneficial, The duty of our For-
estry Department here in Western Aus-
tralia should be to disseminate informa-
lion with regard to the effective handling,
and the perpetnation, of the forests al-
ready existing in this State. Care should
be insisted npon in every direction. In
the felling of timber, especially, care

,1269
should be insisted upon to ensure that the
falling timber does not cripple and ruin
young growth. Indeed, the process which
bas been adopted here, and which is in
vogue at the present time, is a destrue-
tive and a wasteful one. Japan and Ger-
many at the present time are engaged
in the planting of forests, but, to guote
Mr. Pinchot again—

The true way to deal with ¢ur wood
wealth is, not to plant in all cases, but
to police the forests we already have,

The same principles as these to which
atteranee is given by Mr. Pinchot are
to-day applicable to Western Australia.
We have trees all along the Darling
Range. Trees of good eommercial quality
are not to be found on the flats and in
the swamps, but it is along the granite
ridges we meet with those trees, We find
Natore most prolifiec and most generous.
1t needs but the wind and the birds to
distribute the seed, Therefore, instead
of establishing plantations of trees—
which proeess 1 have always condemned
so far as hardwoods are concerned—the
aim of an up to date forestry department
should be to gnard the fimber that re-
mains, and particularly the young growth,
from the disastrous bush fires that sweep
over the country in summer, to elear up
the debris that litters the ground, and to
weed out such trees as one knows are not
geing to prove good commergial propo-
sitions—the kind of tree that possibly is
depriving balf a dozen promising young
trees of moisture and snstenance., Ouor
forests want clearing out; and, instead
of a palicy of planting, we want a policy
of policing. T need not deal to-night with
the scientifie phase of the question, or
with the influence of forestry policy on
rainfall, moisture, and evaporation; but,
as a layman who has spent half his life
in the timber industry, I wish to urge
this Committee fo further efforts. I wish
to impress upou han. members the urgent
necesgity, even in times of fnanecial siress,
for pulting our woods and forests house
in order. We have lo-day in China and
Australia the only {wo countries, perhaps,
i the world that are laggards, that are
hanging back in this matter of forestry.
We have neglected to provide forestry
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schools, Japan, Austria, Italy, and Nor-
way make forestry a parb of their seri-
ous business, (reece, Spain, and PPortugal
legislate with an eye to the future. Runssia
draws envrmous revenne trom her timber
trade; and Germauy, the country which
"5 lo-day the cause of so much bhavoe
and misery, leads the world in expert
forestry. In the counfries { have men-
tioned publi¢ opinion has been fostered;
tu them, as 1 have said, the public eon-
science has been awakened. Iresh in-
terests have been galvanised in forestry
matterz, by reason of the extraordinary
denudalion of the timber areas of Euro-
pean countries. 1t is owing o Lhe fact
that the worid during the last few years
has become so bald, that forestry adve-
cates are to-day supporied by the
leading public men of almost every
land in eflforts to make provision
for the needs of future generations. The
organisalions I refer lo are vying with
eacl other lo econserve the timber that
remnains, nnd meantime we in Australia,
by axe and fire, appear to be travelling
wilh a headlone rush towards i(he com-
pleie denadation of our eountry and the
destruclion of its wooded wealll, thns
laying up a store of trouble for the
futnre. We are fairly embarked on this
destructive policy of vandalism, to an
inordinate degree, and T urge upon the
present (rovernment, and upon the Min-
ister who has newly taken echarge of the
Forestry Department, not to he guided
by the poliey which has in the past actn-
ated Ministers controlling that depart-
ment. T note. however, on these Esti-
mates an amount of £72 for reafforesta-
tion; and, sineerely, T should have bheen
glad if in the framing of the Estimates
that amount had hbeen eliminated. Tt
makes us a langhing siock, Tt is a dis-
grace to have it said of us that we are
embarking on 2 peliey of reafforestation,
and have placed on the Estimates an
amount of £72 for that purpose.

The Minister for Works: That ay he
an old dehit,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt is not an old
debit, because nothing has been done in
the direction of reafforestation for the

[ASSEMBLY.)

past 14 years. I admit that ap attempt
in that direction was made by the mem-
ber for Northam (lonr. J. Mitchell)
when Minister for Lands, in the Warren
disirict; but that atiempt was on wrong
lines. The hon, gentleman sent to the
Warren distriet a group of men taken
at random from the unemployed in
Perth-—men most of them totally un-
aceoslomed lo timber work, and hardly

knowing which end of the axe to
lake hold of. As a result, the
cost  was 1eoo  great to  allow of
effective  work  heing  accomplished.

I know in advocating thiz policy I am
up ageinst the question of finance,
The Uovernment of the country are the
only body that we can look to because
private employers and individuals will
not wait for the return of their money
although that return is assured. We
find that every Government in Western
Australie as long as 1 can remember
hasfavoured the policy of reafiorestation.
Every Covernment has made provision
for a small amount and though they
have declared themseives to be in
favour of it they shun the question
as they would shun the plague.

The Minister for Works:
£500 down on the Estimates.

Mr. LOGHLEN : The same amount
was apportioned last year, but it will
require a great deal more than that.
The mmount is not for the purpose of
reclaiming c¢ut out areas but for
planting pines. This Government have
accomplished nothing and their dilatory
methods are worthy of condemnation.
For six years by voice and pen I have
endeavoured to point out what T thought
should be done towards putting Western
Australia on the right track, but up to
the present time, the representations
have been without resuit.

The Minister for Mines :
a matter of money.

Mr. OLOGHLEX: I admit that,
but we have no driving force behind us.
We cheerfully count on the Treasury giv-
ing assistance to other industries, but
here we are cut to destroy rather than to
build up, and we seem to have adopted
the policy of * Come day go day, God
send Sunday” in this respeet, and

There is

It is largely
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unless some steps are taken to improve
matters, the timber industry in the
South-West will be bowid to decline.
If we are going to watch that decline set
in, in ten years time it will grow to such
enormous dimensions that the eountry
will be bound to suffer considerably.
The pelicy of the Government should be
in the direction of making it & permanent
industry instead of & fleeting one.

The Minister for Mines : Does the hon.
member think that it would be better
if the exports declined ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: When a tree
comes to maturity, the best thing to do
is to cut it for the market.

The Minister for Mines :
going further.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Some of our rangers
do not give the protection to the forests
that they should do, and that is simply
because there is no drviing force from
the head office. We may therefore
be destroying timber which some day
roay be useful. I have seen the timber
industry in its palmy days, end I have
seen it when I had to lemve it for
lack of employment, but during
recent yesrs it has bounded into pro-
minence, and large nunbers of men have
been engaged in it, and the timber has
beon sent to all parts of the globe.
Owr hardwoods have won popularity
in various countries. Even smce the
outbreak of the war supplies have been
sent away because creosoted pine from the
Baltic failed to materialise. We have
let out & million aeres of country in
congession while under sawmill permits
we have granted half a million acres, and
to-day the available areas are not very
large in extent. We can go through the
south-western areas and we can ses a few
years ahead of us. DBut what are a
few years in the life of a nafion ?
Wao should make an effort to bring about
an improvement. In the report of the
Acting Inspector General of Forests, there
are & number of plates which give us a
good indication of the growth of the
young trees. We should, however, pay
more attention to the young timber and
illustrate to the world that our forests
are recuperative. On the question of
permanent reserves I agree that the

But we sre
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subject is hedged around with immense
difficulties. We have various areas to-
day where slesper cutters could be em-
ployed profitably clearing vp the bugh,and
then we could declare these permanent
reserves. I agree, too, that as soon as
money is available, we should erect a
building in which to house the forestry
officers. To-day no one likes to speak
of the department because it is sub-
ordinated to other departments. If any-
one came to the State and displayed
any enxiety to trade with us, where
could we send them to show them our
exhibits of timber ? We have nothing
to show them of the potentialities of
our forests. I applaud the efforts the
department. has made in the direction
of pine growing, and I would urge the
Government to plant pines along the
reserves set apsrt at Albany. It would he
a good sight for the poople travelling
through from Albany instead of seeing
sand dunes to find forests of pine growing
loxuriantly. Pine growing, too, is very
profitable, but the Government happens
to be the only authority that can afford
to wait for a direct return. A private
company could not wait for the pine
trees to arrive at maturity. Amnother
thing we want to do is to meke provision
against fire, for if a fire occurred in our
pine forests the State would be a very
heavy loser. In the place whero I
was born in South Australia they planted
pine forests 28 years ago, and when I
vigited it two years ago, 1 saw the
State mill cutting those trees which
had reached maturity, and they reach
maturity in this part of the world in
a third of the fime it takes to bring
them to maturity on the Continent.
Inside thirty years the Covernment
of Bouth Australia are deriving a profit
of £200 an acre from their pine forests.
The experience of thet State should
prompt the Government of Western
Australia to further efiorts. With re-
gard to wattle, 1 applaud the efforts
made by the Australian Natives' Asso-
ciation in trying to popularise the
institution of arbour day, and to plant
wattle trees. Australia to-day is the
home of the wattle, but we are not
taking steps to perpetuate it. The seed
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of the wattle was exported to Natal someyp of tirnber lands as concessions.
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One of

years ago, and that country hes shown'i'li these is within 20 miles of Perth and

us what it is possible to do with it.,
Natal has received over £300,000 ini
revenue from wattle by the disposal/

of its commercial properties and it is
in great demand on the Continent
owing to its tannie properties. Not only
has Natal made the profit which I just
mentioned, but last year Australia im.
ported from Natal no less than £36,000
worth of wattle bark. We send the
seed away to o foreign country, the
tree is grown there and then that country
exports back to us the bark to the
velue of £36,000. Apart from the com.
meorcial value of wattle, there is no
finer sight in the world than on a spring
morning to see thelandscapeadorned with
this naticnal bloom shining out in all its
golden glory. Another commaodity which
we might do something with is the red
gum. The keuri gum of New Zealand
has found a big market in America. I
was informed the other day by a man who
is engaged with another gentleman in
meking the experiment of sending a
supply of red gum bark to New York,
for the purpose of experimenting to
secure varnish and other commodities
from the bark. We have millions of
acres of land in this country covered
with red gum trees. Ii that gum were
collected I am quite certain a market
could be found for it. It is the
duty of the Government and of the
department to find that market. We have
these gwmn trees all over Western Aus-
tralia bleeding away their wealth, whilst
the people are missing their opportunity.
Coming to the question of royalty, I
want to say that I cannot egree with
the remarks of the member for Nelson
(Mr. Willmott} on this subject. He
says, get royalty. It does not mabter
how, it does not matter whether it is
equitably got or not. Ay view of the
question is that I believe we should
get more money from our timber re-
servations ; but we are locking the

stable door after the horse has escaped -
+ we gave concessions away for the pro-

ﬁvarbial song. The suggestion now put

if we start this policy of royalty now,
Owing to the policy adopted by the
paternal Government in the early days
this State gave away millions of acres

. contains a quarter of a million acres for

which the peppercorn vental of £50 a
year is paid. Those concessionaires have
the double advantage that they are
established on trunk lines, and we
cannot now impose new conditions on
them. Therefore, to increase the royalty
at the present time, would only be
putting & Iurther charge on the timber
hewer and the sawmill permit holder.

Mr. Willmott : They would pass it
on t¢ the people on the other side of
the world.

Mr. O'LOGEHLEN: It is all very
well to say they would pass it on to
the people on the other side of the
world ; but that interjection is obviously
illogical. How ean the small man,
who has to go further afield for his
timber, and has to establish himself on
spur lines, with probably two terminal
charges to pay by way of a sur-tax
of 1s. per ton, hope to enter into suceess-
iul competition with & powerful company
esteblished on e trunk line within easy
distance of the seaboard.

«Mr. Willmott: Open up your ports.

Mr. 'LOGHLEN : We have enough
ports open to.day to cope with the
timber trade, and it would be an easy
matter to got another one if it were
required.

Mr. Wilinhott : There were nine boats
last week in Bunbury alone.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : But how many
have there heen for the past three
monthe ! Y want to drive this point
home. We are unable to put on in-
creased royslty charges for the reason
that it would not be equitable. By
doing so, you will be hitting the poor
man and meking it impossible for him
to compete ageinst the old established
companies, which have all the advantages
of a congcession and of cheap transit.
Consequently, I am not in favour of
this late stage of penalising the small
man in order to make up for what has
been lost by the policy of the past, when

forward to increase the royalty; means
allowing the big companies to escape and
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seeing how the little fellow wonld “get
on under it. Another point made by
the member for Nelson in justification
of an increase is that royalty is paid up
to n2s. an acre by private Arms. I
admit that iz correct ; and it is one
of the most howling disgraces I know
of in Western Australia, thet the forest
rangers should have permitted it without
protest.

- Mr. Willmott : They have not. You
must take that back. They have been
protesting against it for years.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : You may have
done, but others have not. The hon.
member was for 15 years in charge
of the Forest Department in a district
in which one settier took up 2,000 acres
of land under conditional purchase con-
ditions at 10s. per acre, and has received
up to 19s. 6d. per acre by way of royslty
taken off that land. .

Mr. Willmott: That is quite right. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: And the selector
has the land left for the purposes for
which he took it up. No one can justify
such a policy as that. Whoever is to
blame, that is the position to-day, that
& man took up 2,000 acres for 10s. and
received 19s. 6d. in royalty from a
private firm.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Was that from
over the whole of the 2,000 agres ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, practically
all over it. This shows that the officers
of the department have been allowed to
barter away the people’s rights. I now
come to the question of the Government’s
activity in the timber industry, end I
wish time would permit of my dealing
with the gquestion in all its ramifications.
In_establishing sawmills this Govern.
ment have only followed along lines
laid down by their predecessors.

Mr. Willmott: That is right.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The Wilson Gov-
ernment established two sawmills long
before the Labour Government took
office.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : No, those mills
were established by the Railway De-
partment.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The member -for
Susgsex (Hon. Frank Wilson) as Treasurer
was asked by the Commissioner of Rail-
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ways to authorise an expenditure of
£56,000 for the second sawmill in my
olectorate after the first mitl had proved
a success, The hon member (Mr. Con-
nolly) will not deny that. What is the
use of his saying the Liberal Government
was not in favour of the policy of State
sawmills, when they themselves estab-
lished two of them ¢

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Not competitive
mills,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Not competitive
mills. Lot me deal with that question.
The railway mills established are of a
certain capacity, onc of 50 loads and the
other of 20 loads. They turn out all
the timber required for the purposes
of the Railway Department, but they
also turn cut an enormaus quantity of
seantling. Tor that scantling & market
has to be found. You cannot go on
stacking scantling month after month
and year after year. It must be sold;
and when it is sold i3 it not entering
into competitions with firms ? That is
the position to-day. The two sawmills
run by the Railway Department are
producing more timber than is required
by the Department. What was to be
done with the surplus 7—Surely the
Minister knew there would be a surplus.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Yes.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : All the time the
mills were building up a huge surplus
commodity and if they were not going to
enter into competition with private
firms, by selling the product, what did
thoy intend to do with it ? On the
general principle of sawmills, these have
apparently been found to be & good
thing when established by & Liberal
Glovernment but a black crime when
established by their successors. Let us
get away from the question of the
policy of establishing sawmills, and con-
sider the great benefit which has followed
on the establishment of mills in the
Nelson district. The member for Nelson
complained that the road board had
been deprived of ratex. The district
opened up by the State sawmills in that
district, right down to the Warren, was
previously an absclutely unknown land,
until the sawmills were established.
there. To-day it is & hive of industry.
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If the road board was deprived of £700
or £750 in revenue, that has besn more
than compensated for by the industry
created by the expenditure of the quarter
of & million capital put into the savwmills,
and by the dovelopment which is going
on in the district, which, T beliove, will
inside 10 years be recognised as the
Warrnambool of Western Australia. The
only way to develop that eountry is to
give more blocks to the wages men, and
let them devote their spare time to de-
veloping the land ; then by the time
the timber has been cut out, the State
will have a valuable asset in those im-
proved blocks. At Dwellingup there
are some 200 blocks thus set out, and it
i8 pleasing to-day to see how ithe men
work and improve this land in their
ppare time. Many of them have their
orchards already established and these
will hecorne profitable later on.

Mr. Willmott: Then the manager of
the Dwellingup mills is there to encourage
settlement ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: On the question
of encouraging the taking up of blocks,
the managers at times are too tonserva-
tive in their views. All the time I have
been representing a timber district T
have stood by the reports of the rangers.
Tf the rangers say there is marketable
timber there I say “ Hands off * to the
sottlers ; but in the gulliss and along
the banks of the mtreams, where the
timber is not of much value, the settlers
should be encouraged to take up small
holdings. That karri country presents
8 big problem, and that is the way it
will be solved. I was glad to hear the
member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott} epeak
up for karri, because I am convinced
that it is going to win its way, notwith-
standing that there is s mountain of
ignorant prejudice against it to-day.
I regrat to say that the Royal Com-
mission on Kkarri, composed largely of
Liberals, did more than anything else
to damage that timnber in the eyes of
the people. I have worked in karri
mills in the days when karri was being
gent to all parts of the world. -1t had
a market then and will have it again.
The karri was milled at Denrnark, where
600 men were employed until the dis-
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trict was ocut out. I was there at the
finish. They could go no further, and
this other big area of country awaited
development. Wa were told that private
firms would go into it. Why did they
not do so then, seeing that they are going
there to-day.?

Mr. Nairn: Is not the jarrah better
timber ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It is, for the pur-
pose of railway slespers, but the karri
is superior in structural work. ¥arri has
undergone & change. Chemists have
been studying it, and in their labora-
tories they have worked out an antidote
to white ants and dry rot to which the
timber is sometiines liable, and we are
able to-day to put karri out. A private
mill last week secured an order for karri,
and they are now cutting that timber,
although closing up their jarrah opera.
tions. Seeing the enormous helt of
karri timber we have I am sorry that
certain short-sighted people did not
have sufficient patrictism to give it a
chance to lift along, instead of, in their
hostile eriticism of the Government,
trying to damago that commodity and
render it ungaleable. We are up against
a problem at present, because the bottom
has fallen out of the timber trade for the
time being. Owing to the war, the
markets have gone. India is to spend
some ten miilions on her railways, but
it is not available now. Africa has
big orders to place, but not just now ;
they will come later on. The market has
gone for the time being, and the industry
in Western Australia today is in the
most parlous plight I have ever known
it to reach, owing to the fact that the

tovernment and private firms slike are
compelled to cut stocks waiting for
orders to come. Unless we get our com-
mercial agent at work and so secure orders
those, karri mills may not have enough
to keep them going. We are turning
out enormous guantities to-day, and
about July or August next the existing
order will pussibly be completed ; be-
cguse the Liberal Government, led by
Mr. Cock, cancelled the contract and
reinstated only about one half of it,
with the result that the life of the mill
has been cut short by about 15 months,
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Notwithstanding all this, the State sew-
mills have shown a profit. The balance
sheet on tho Table gives cheering figures,
although I am prepared to admit that
the bulk of the profit was won from the
jarrall hewing trade, with the result
that a favourable balance sheet has been
presented. In regard to the procuring
of markets, we have s commercial agent
in London who, up to the present, despite
his knowledge of the industry, has not
accomplished anything. With regret 1
venture to say that, entering into com-
petition ss we are in establishing this
big State industry, we are going to hava
a fearful uphill task in competition with
other firms which are well established,
and which have at the head of their
affairs men who were born in sawdust, so
to speak. They have the pulse of the
timber trade, they have their inter-
national depots, and a good deal of
pull in foreign markets. When Africa
wanted 700,000 sleepers three months
ago, tenders- were invited, and a small
firm in Western Australia, in combing-
tion with the Government, put in a price
that was right and eventually secured
an order for 300,000 sleepers. A couple
of weeks later, when it was desired to place
the balance, another private firm in
Waestern Australia was sllowed to revise
their price, and so secure the order for
the 400,000 sleepers. Our commercial
agent is on the track looking for orders,
but I am afraid he will bardly win out
in competition sagainst those men so
long established.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister} : He has not the palm oil.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Well, if we are
to win orders we will have to resort to
the same tactics.

Mr. Nairn: The State is getting the
benefit, even when a private firm secures
the order.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : To an extent, ves ;
but we have established this concern
and sunk in it some-£212,000 of canital.
Therefore the industry must find its way
to the front. When private firms get
the nrders it means bringing money into
the State, but it must be remembored
that we have to provide interasst and
sinking fuid on the capital 1 refsr to.
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If we are by unfair means deprived of
orders, it leaves a very difficult problem
for the Covernment to solve. Apart
from the question of the karri mills,
prior to Christmas the Government had
2,000 sleeper cutters cutting sleepers in
the bush. To-day we have three-quarters
of & million sleepers in stock. We hear
many condemnations of the action of
the Government in discharging the sleeper
hewers. I have always been an advocate
of the sleeper hewer, for undoubtedly
he is & useful factor in production,
and when the Government clogsed Crown
lands against sleeper cutting owing to
the unfair competition of private firms,
I agreed with the step, provided that
the Government could absorb those men.
The Government did so, and but for the
war everything wonld have gone well.
To-day, howevel, the Government are
condermnned begause those timber hewers
are out of employment for the time being.
During the last election I heard Liberal
candidates in and around the City
pointing to the eallous treatment of the
timber hewers by the Government.
Those candidates knew nothing about
the question, but that did not matter;
they knew no more about it than a
blackfellow Jmows of metephyaies.

Mr. Nairn: The Minister for Works
said the men wounld have to go.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : He did not. Me
said the industry would grow less, but
he did not say the men would have to
go. In any case, if the Minister said
it I do not agree withit. If s Minister
were to say to-day that the timber
hewer has to go I would retort that o
stronger man than the Minister would
be required to effect the change. I
admit that the unfortunate utterances
made by the late Minister for Works had
the effect of inflaming the minds of a
big number of timber hewers. The
membera for Nelson and Swan owe n
little of the support they received at the
recent elections to that fact. 1 want to
say in justification of the Government
policy to-day, that when private firms
found themselves hard hit by the war
they dismissed their hewers. Millers’
discharged no fswer than 1,250 men, but
they and other firms did all they could
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to keep their mills going because to close
down their mille would have meant so
much capital lying idle.

Mr. Willmott : You must admit that
Millars’ have done very well.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not blaming
them for having discharged hands though

soms people might say that they
did it in order to embarrass the
Government. I believe the paucity of

orders was making itself felt, and that
they thereupon decided that the hewer
would have to stand down. As a result
a big army of hewers came over to the
Gavernment employ, and for three and
a-half months the State carried these
men. When Christmas came the Gov-
ernment had three quarters of a million
sleepers in stock and as an Indian order
pending at that time was not completed
owing to the financial conditions pre-
vailing, the Governmentr found it neces-
sary to put off the single men. It was
very unfortunate that a big army of
mer should have been put off with
practieally no nntice, but for this the
86w mills manager was to blame. Private
firms, of course discharge their men at
an hour’s notice——

Hon. J. 1. Connolly : Not always.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Generally they do ;
they no not give their hands a weelk’s
notice. The State Saw Mills Depart-
mené on this occasion did not give them
natice, and at present & great number of
these men are out of employment. The
Government have been doing their best
to employ these men, and T, as a reason-
able man and one claiming to have some
knowledge of the timber industry, assert
that the Government have up to the
present done well in their efforts on behalf
of these men. The Government, how-
ever, cannot be expected to continue
their employment, although I hope they
will provide as much work as possible
for them, putting them on a modified
scale and to some extent restricting their
earnings. 1 realise to-dav, as I did
four months ggo, that the timber in-
dustry is bound to be hit very hard by
the war. Feur months ago I expressed
my opinion te this effect, and was dubbed
8 pessimist. A big journal in Perth
devoted two leading articles to taking
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me to task for what it described as
my pessimistic propheries, but the state-
ments [ then made have, much to my
regret, turned out to be true.

Mr. Nairn: Why not let the hewers
cut for private individvals now ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 'There are 2,000
cutters who at the present time are
licensed by the department. They
can go inte the bush and cut
on spec. or for private firms, provided
the commedity is sold through the
department. Members might ask why
the department impose this stipulation.
It is done to protect the Government
and others who are engeged in the timber
trade. The hon. member knows that
in any business if there is ome unserupu-
lovs man who adopts conditions which are
detrimental to his competitors, he is
not regarded by them with {awvour.
The private firm who are making the
most noise regarding the Governmment’s
attitude in this respect have only one
order for 100,000 sleepers, particulars of
which can be seen in the South Aus.
tralian Government Gazette for December.
There is a little history attached to the
securing of that order, which I could
relate, but time will not permit of me
doing s0 on this occasion. If we gave
private firms the right to cut on every
acre of Crown land in the State, I am
quite safe in saying that with their
present orders they could not employ
100 men out of the 1,000 who to-day are
idle. There is & desire on the part of
some firms to take advantage ef the
stress "of existing circumstances and
bring about a reduction in the price of
sleepers. At Barrabup the hewers
were actually offcred 49s. and the offer
was subsenuently raised to 52s. for timber
which had cost the Government 54s. 8d.
per load. At Kirupp the offer was ad-
vanced to a figure within 2s. 6d. a load
of the eost, and at Manjimup the offer
was 478, 6d. though every load of timber
there has cost the Government 57s. 6d.
We should not give private firms an
opportunity ¢o reduce the p.ice of sleepers.
The worker will not be brought under
the arbitration award because he has been
getting £2 per load for cutting in poverty
bush
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Mr. Nairn: Who paid him the more
money, the GCovernment or private
firms ?

Mr. O'LOCGHLEN : The Government.
When they took the hewers over, they
continued to pay the same as private
firms had been giving.

Mr. Nairn: What about the carters ?

Mr. O'LOCHLEN: The carters, as
well as every one else will suffer, They
do not look after themselves to the

same extent; in the past they
have been too fully oceupied to
look after their own intorests. The

point is that the Government took over
a big army of cutters at the rates and
conditions which previously prevailed
under private firms and now it is sug-
gested that we should permit a private
firm who might adopt blacklegping
methods come in and take the timber at
a reduced price. Tt may be necessary
to eut the rates if we wish to get the trade,
but it is very questionable whether the
Government should encourage snuch cut-
ting by being the first to start it. One
firm have secured an order, and it is
tmpossible to see how they ean possibly
make any profit out of it, but the objeet
appears to be to submit a ent price in the
hope of obtaining other orders in future.

The Minister for Works: They have
tried to cut the price to the men.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Yes, and they are
deing it. The Government have shown
a profit on their operations. Ti the private
Grm can make a profit out of the work
of the hewer, some members seem to think
the State has non right to do likewise,
even though they pay higher rates than
are paid by private firms. If we give
this firm—Lewis and Reid—the right ta
cut sleepers at reduced rates it will
mean that 500 or 600 married men who
have been retained in employment by
the Government will also have to accept
the reduced rates.

Mr. Nairn: No one is asking for that.

The Minister for Works : Not one mem-
ber has referred to the timber trade
showing a profit.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: If wea allowed
this firm or any other to submit panic
prices for supplies, simply bocanse the
times are sn had, the 500 or 800 men
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now cutting sleepers for the Government
must be reduted to the same rate. In
faect the Government would not be
justified in paying higher rates, and, in
addition, the 700,000 sleepers alreedy
cut and on sidings would be unsaleable.
Sleepers which cost 57s. 6d. cannot be
sold for 52s. Gd. & load. To allow this
firm to cut would have the effcet also
of knocking out other firms who have
buwilt up big stocks in expectation of
getting & fair market rate for their
timber. The Government should not
encourage & wholesale reduction of rates

"in this manner for it would not be in the

integests of the State as a whnle. 1,
more than any other man in this House,
am heing condemned because of the
fact that B0 many sleeper cutters are
idle. T have addressed neetings of
sleeper cutters ; T spoke to 1,000 men
at last week end and I explained the whole
position to them. I am prepared to
do the same thing on any public platform
to justify the action of the Crovernment
in the whole of their operations in the
timber trade and through all its ramifica-
tions with the exeeption of the one thing
already mentioned, that the Government
should have given the men a little more
notice st Christmas time before throwing
them on their own resources. I am
in a position to say that Cabinet ere
considering a proposition to enable these
men to esrn & lving, I people can
make a living during the next six months
without securing any profit whatever,
they will be fortunate indeed. Dec-
pendent as we are on primery production,
relying as we do onthe ovorsea carriage of
our commodity to find its market, having
very few secondary industries and those
few never having had a chance to feel their
feet since the inter-State barviers were
broken down by Federation, we are
being harder hit than most of the other
States, but we are coming through it
much better than they. On the oat-
hreak of the war I folecasted what would
happen, and I rvegret to say that my
prophecy has proved to be fairly ac-
curate. It has been stated that the
timber hewer wnstes timber and destroys
the forest. There is no doubt thet some
hewers do wu. Sufficient care is not
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taken by the rangers to keep the green-

horn out of the bush, and many hewers
waste more timber than is passed for
them by the inspectors. But summing
up the position and taking it all in all,
the timber hewer is not more to blame
nowadnys than the mill. The mills
sre adopting hetter methods now.
Throughout the whole of the history of the
industry in this State we have secen
gnod timber going into the fire chutes.
The mills have been extremely wasteful
in this respect. They go to pgreat ex.
pense in haaling logs long distances,
and yeot from 40 to 60 per cent, of the
timber they get goes into the fire cfutes.
The hewors are no more wastoful than
the mills in this respect, for they leave
the timber in the bush. The hewer will
always have an advocate in me. T
helieve they should be allowed something
for this timber and that some satisfactor)
arrangement can be arrived at. We
are now going in for bhetter methods, and
we hope to utilise profitably the by-
products of the timber eut in our Western
Australian mills. An instance of what
can he done with these by-products is
sgen in the collapsible fruit ease whieh
hes been turned ont. Ohwing to the de-
mand upon these fruit cases, the De-
partment had to issue instruections that
no mare would be supplied for the manth
of January. We havo churcoal plants
erected at two of the mills for the burping
of charcoal. We had, I believe, a repre-
sentativo in Western Australin of an
English company who came here with
a scheme for the utilisation of sawdust
for the moking of a paper pulp supply.
I understand that this scheme is being
viewed very favourably in London and
I trust that something in that direction
will be brought about. Tn my opinion
a¢ should have State timber yards in
Perth. At the mills we have enormnous
stacks of rRonatline piling up. By estab-
Jlishing & State timber yord on, say. an
acre of ground, it would only be necessary
to put on ene man, or at all events not
more than two, to look aiter the business
and obtain orders—for trade will have
tn be followed in order that it may be
seeured.  Uhe wages of these men would
not be a vy big itzm. By establishing
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gsach timber yards, 1 believe that the
workers would be afforded much greater
facilities for erecting homes, and would be
enabled to obtain their building material
much cheaper than they are able to do
to-day. We have the secantlings there in
abundance, and 1 think the Government
would do well to take into consideration
the advisability of establishing sueh a
timber yard in the metropolis.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: 'This timber
ought to be supplied to the Workers'
Homes Board.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Wae cannot blame
the hewer for the waste of timber which
goes on at the mills, for the mills are
often very guilty in that regard, but
improved methads are being adopted
and the mills are now putting up board
benches and blocking machines, and are
utilising many of the products which
formerly were wasted. With the intro-
duction of the gas producer plant, the
charcoal plants have a hig {future
before them, and everything should be
done to push them ahead. In my
opinion, the timber worker and the
orchardist for meny years to come will
be able to go on developing trade for
this State side by side. In view of the
great possibilities of the South-West
it is the plain duty of the Government
to make the best commercial use possible
of our valuable hardwoods, and it is
their duty to make this timber industry
a permanent factor in the State’s pro-
gress. At the present time, it ig, after
all, only a fleeting factor. I have already
given my views with regard to the
question of the impeosition of a royalty
as raised by the hon. member for Nelson
{Mr. Willmott}. That hon. member has
made s comparison between teak, which
carries one royalty, and jarrah, which
carries s smaller amount. 1 say that
no eomparison can be made between
teak, of which a comparatively small
supply is available, and jarrah of which
we have such a big amount that we are
in a position to export it largely. The
hon. member points out that by imposing
a royalty oo private companies, they
will be thrown back ultimately upon
their own resourees until their supplies
are exhausted. This, in my opinion,
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is & damning admission to make. If
we are going to encourage them to
exhaust their available timber, it is
a poor Jook out for the timber industry.
The only way we can gain mors revenue
is by increasing railway freights which
would apply to all firms. Iam notgoing
to be a party to penalising the small man
whilst the big man is allowed to go
scot free.  The hon. member also advo-
cated that, in order to prevent the waste
of timber, we should have second and
third-class sleepers, and that sentiment
was applauded in some parts of the
House. In my opinion it is & bad
system. It has been fried in Vietoria
and has failed, at all events from the
point of view of the timber worker.
We have found that workers there who
wore producing timber were never allowed
to get a fair deal, owing to the fact that
the employer or the inspector, who
wantéd timber, knew that he could
get first-class sleepers by only paying
second or third-class prices. That is
to sey, sleepers that were really of
first-class and were afterwards marketed
as such, would be graded as second or
third-class, end would be paid for as
such to the detriment of the timber
worker, and the systern has been con-
demned wholesale. I hope that we
shall never have this iniguitous system
introduced into Western Australia. I
regret that the hour is so late, because,
on this importent question I ¢ould go
on speaking at very much greater length,
but I will not do so. I belisve at all
avents that I could go on for a full day
on this question of timber supply. Even
if I have spoken at some length, I sin-
cerely trust that the House will be alive
to the possibility of further opening up
this indastry and that the House will
take this seriously into consideration.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We are always
alive.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The hon. member
was not very much alive when he sent
down 8 gang of unemployed to ringbark
the timber in the Warren district, and
thereby destroyed the timber for the
purpose of opening up the country. This
is what the Liberal Government accom-
plished, and when the hon. member
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who was then Minister for Lands author-
ised the destruction of our wvaluable
forest country in order to attract settle-
ment he was doing & criminal act.
There are many men who are doing
stretches in the Fremantie goal to.day
for less serious offences than this. The
Forest League, which has been esteblished
in Western Austrelia, has certain de-
fined objects and is striving manfully
to carry these out,

Hon. J. Mitchell :
member, it is all gas.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It is very rarely
indeed that I rise to address this House.
I claim to be one oi the silent men in
the House, but if I could not address
it with better effect than the hon. member,
I would not take my stand at all.

Hon, J. Mitchell : Then sit down.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will sit down
when it pleagses me to do so. If I were
to go on in the maudlin way and
make the grunts of inanity that the
hon, member does, dealing with subject
after subject of which I had no know-
ledge and trying to impress other people
that I knew something about which I
really knew nothing, I would leave this
Chamber. Indeed, the hon. member may
leave it before he desires to do so. The
hon. member should be the last person,
in view of his attitude while he was a
member of the Liberal Government in
dealing with the timber industry, to talk
like this. Apart from that altogether,
he should be the last man to reprimand
anyone for taking up a little time of the
House in dealing with sueh an important
subject upon the only opportuuity in the
session that presents itself. I arn deeply
interested in the timber industry. TUn-
like the hon. member, who claims to
have a knowledge of so many sub jects,
but, has so little, 1 do possess some
knowledge of this industry, and in
speaking as I have done to-night I feel
that 1 am doing my duty towards my
constituents, towards the industry and
towards myseli—by drawing publie
attention to the requirements of this
imper tant branch of the resources of
the State. 1 trust that ihe remarks
made by the hon. member for Northam
will not be taken in too serious & manper

Like the hon,
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To revert to the Forest League, which
has not long been in existenc¢s, I would
like to remark that forestry carries
no votes, and that no votes are to he
gained by political parties by encouraging
this organisation. TForest leagues have
been started throughout Australia and
are gaining a firm footing. On Monday
night next a big meeting will be held in
connection with the League. His Ex-.
cellency the Governor will be present,
and I believe that Sir John Forrest will
be the star speaker. I am a member of
the executive of the Forest League.
If the discussion is only upon the question
of growing olives, it will do good. On
behslf of the League, I extend a hearty
invitation to every hon. member, who
takes an interest in this industry, to be
present. They may regard it as a dry
subject but it is none the less a serious
subject so far as the future possibilities
of Western Australis are concerned.
I trust they will make an attempt to be
present and will give the movement
their hearty support. I wish, also,
that they would assist me and cthers
in wrging upon the Government to make
provision ere it is too late.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Where will
this meeting be held ?

Mr. O’LOGHLEX : The meeting
will be advertised and & hall has been
seeured, but I do not know for the
moment exactly where it will be held.
The secretary of that organisation is
a keenly alive and enthusiastic man.
He has travelled c¢he world over, and is
& man of wide experience. I believe
he is doing & very great deal at his own
expense in pushing the necessary pro-
paganda of the league, and in getting
people interested and awakening a public
conscience in this question. Should
the movement prove successful gener-
ations yet unborn will appreciate the
offorts of these few enthusiasts. The
first thing we ought to do is to equip
8 department and train the youth of
the State in forest service, in order to
mseke the industry a permanent one.
It is the duty of the Government to
stand by an industry which has been
& bulwark of the South-West and the
metropolissinee the dark days of Western
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Australia, and which has supported
the bulk of the people in the South-West.
It has also been a powerful aid to trade
and commerce in the metropolis. How
can this be brought sbout ? It can be
brought about by ecarrying into eoffect
the objects of the Forest League. If
we established such a department, as
I have suggested, we could surely get
a good and capable officer to administer
it. The hon. member for Nelson says,
“Do not go abroad for an officer.”
I sdmit that if we did, such an officer
might be like a fish out of water in dealing
with our timber. We had an oppor-
tunity when the hon. member for
Northam was Minister for Lands, of
securing the services of a capable officer.
I am referring to s young man who
offered his services as headmaster of
the Technical School. Some dispute
argse over the question of salary, and
the appointment fell through, I am
referring to Mr. Norman Jolloy of
South Australia. This gentleman has
had a very wide experience. He has
studied on the Continent and has been
through the forests of (ermany and
America. He subsequently returned to
his own country. An appointment was
offered to him here, but was afterwards
cancelled owing to the trouble I have
just briefly referred to. He joined
the forestry service of South Austrslia,
wherenpon the Queensland authorities
picked him up, and he is to-day Conser-
vator of Forests in the northern State.
Let us, at any rate, make an attempt
to do our duty by thisindustry. X believe
the people of Western Australisa would
not object to any expense, or any effort,
put forth in that behalf. It is the duty,
I say, of the Government, to take note
of the aims of the Forest League and of
the advocacy of the members of that
organisation. The League has been in
existence for only & short period, but
it has made itself felt, thanks to the
wide knowledge of its secretary, and
the active interest he has taken and is
taking in gathering information from all
countries, thanka to his energy in illus-
trating by newspaper articles as well
as by word of mouth what hes been done
in other countries and in indicating what
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can be done here in Western Australia.
I wigh that I could have had more time
to deal with the subject. I wish that,
partly because I realise that I now
have a competitor here, so far as the
timber business is concerned. I fully
realise that & man who has spent 20
years in the forestry service of Western
Australia knows something about tim.
ber ; and I own to some disappointment
at the fact_that the member for Nelson
(Mr. Willmott) did not deal more ex-
tensively with the woods and forests
question. I waited with open ears for
the knowledge that I anticipated would
fall from his lips. I waited in the
confident expectation that the hon.
member,Ewith his long experience of
Woestern , Australisn forestry, would be
able to suggest better methods and more
effective reforms than have been in vogue
or suggested up to date. However, the
hon. member may come to light later.

Mr. Willmott: Wait till the wvote
comes ON.

i* Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I shall be pleased
to be in the Chember when the hon.
member speaks, and to listen with the
closest attention for all that I ean possibly
pick up. In conclusion, I wish to
say that as I rarely trouble the House,
I felt impelled to seize this opportunity
of dealing with the industry which
forma the livelihood of the people who
sent me here—who have sent me here
on several occasions. Those people ap-
prove of the policy 1 advocate, and
they look to the Government to make
an effort in the near future. I rejoice
that the Forestry Department has been
traneferred, that it has been placed
beyond the reach of the shackles that
obstrusted its progress on every oc-
casion when land settlement was put
against forest culture. I trust the
Government will do their best to assist
the Forest League to carry out its
objects. The attainment of those ob-
jects will mean the building up of a
permanent timber industry in Western
Australis, There are, I admit, many
difficulties in the way—most of them
financial—but the grit and determination
of & progressive people will carry us
ov?rﬁtihe greatest mountain of difficulty.

1281

Consequently, I trust the Government,
and especially the Minister in charge
of the Forestry Vote, will do all that
is possible towards making provision for
the requirements of the people of West-
ern Australia in this direction. Future
generations will appreciate such efforts,
and will apportion praise wherever praise
is due. The Western Australian people
of the future will loock back with pride
to the Minister who accomplishes this
work, no matter to what political ¢reed
that Minister may own allegiance, no
matter what his practical knowledge of
the industry may or may not be. The
gratitude of generations will be the
reward of the man who lays the found-
ations of a permanent and prosperous

timber industry in Western Australia.

Progress reported.

Ifouse adjourned at 11.26 p.m.
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